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The SurveiTTance Subcommittee submits this report on water quaTity in the
Laurentian Great Lakes to the ImpTementation Committee as an Appendix to the
Water QuaTity Board Report. This assessment of water quaTity in 1978 repre-
sents a transition in surveiTTance activities between the 1972 and revised
1978 Great Lakes Water QuaTity Agreements. The Appendix gives a finaT status
report on Lake Michigan from the intensive studies of 1976-1977, and a
preliminary anaTysis of the water quaTity of Lake Erie from the intensive
studies of 1978.
ProbTem areas, whoTe Take assessments, phosphorus Toadings, and a review
of atmospheric inputs are incTuded to maintain the continuity of reporting as
estabTished in prior appendices. As the revised 1978 Great Lakes Water
QuaTity Agreement has placed particuTar emphasis on contaminants in the Great
Lakes, this appendix gives particuTar attention to the trends and TeveTs of
residues in the Great Lakes ecosystem, and the identifies new contaminants
found in 1978.
The Great Lakes Water QuaTity Board has reviewed and approved the
Subcommittee's report for pubTication. Some of the concTusions, however,
might not necessariTy refTect the views of the Board and its 1978 AnnuaT
Report to the InternationaT Joint Commission.
Mention of trade names or names of commerciaT organizations in this report
does not constitute endorsement by the InternationaT Joint Commission or any
other government agency.
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11976 estimates.
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 Mercury levels in large pickerel exceeded 1.5 ug/g and PCBs were over 2
pg/g in rainbow trout, chinook, coho, splake and brown trout. The identi-
fication of dioxin (<1 ug/g) in Sa inaw Bay resulted in increased surveillance
assessment. Contaminant residues %DDT, DDE, dieldrin, HCB, mirex, and PCBs)
in herring gull eggs continued to decrease in 1978. Fledgling success of
herring gulls was normal.
LAKE ERIE
During 1978, the first year of a two-year intensive surveillance effort
was performed on Lake Erie. Preliminary results have indicated little change
in trophic status despite large declines in total phosphorus loadings, partic-
ularly for the Detroit River. Major eutrophication problems were noted in
nearshore areas such as Presque Isle Bay, Brest Bay, and Maumee Bay where
chlorophyll g_concentration exceeded 100 ug/L during part of the year.
Volumetric oxygen depletion rates have remained constant (0.11 mg/L/d) in
the hypolimnion of the central basin. The area of anoxia was restricted to a
small area off Lorain, Ohio from August to late September.
PCB levels in smelt, yellow perch, and coho salmon in Lake Erie were 0.23,
0.22, and 0.91 ug/g, respectively, above the Agreement objective of 0.1 ug/g
(whole fish). Mirex was not detected in the above species, but it was found
in spottail shiners at Kettle Creek. Source identification studies have been
initiated.
Contaminants in Lake Erie herring gull eggs showed declines similar to the
other lakes, with dieldrin showing the least decline. The residue levels of
PCBs in herring gull eggs from Fighting Island were the highest of any
reported on the Great Lakes in 1978.
Fledgling success was normal in the Lake Erie herring gull colonies.
LAKE ONTARIO
Total phosphorus levels continued to decrease between 1977 and 1978 with
the major declines being found east of Toronto. Whole lake total phosphorus
levels have also decreased significantly, but the observed decline has been
too large to be explained by remedial programs alone. It has been speculated
that this decrease may be due at least in part to increased light penetration
and the settling of particulates during the winter period of ice cover.
Nitrogen levels have continued to increase, although at a much reduced
rate compared with previous measurements.
Mean PCB levels in smelt, lake trout, yellow perch, coho salmon, and
rainbow trout were 1.5, 5.2, 0.7, 3.1, and 6.6 ug/g, respectively. There is
insufficient data to assess if there has been a significant change in PCB
levels since there was restrictions on their use.
Mean levels of mirex in the above species were 0.11, 0.28, 0.06, 0.16, and
0.32 ug/g, respectively.
   
  
Herring gull contaminant studies indicated decreases in all residues
examined, especially mirex and DOE. Since 1974, an increase in reproductive
success in herring gulls has parallelled but may not be related to the decline
of major organochlorine residues.
PROBLEM AREAS
Forty-eight problem areas were identified in 1978 and are summarized in
the 1978 Water Quality Board Annual Report. This is an increase from the 47
reported last year, and represents the addition of Clarkson, Mississauga on
Lake Ontario, the Grass River, New York on the St. Lawrence River, and the
deletion of Pine River, Michigan as no violations were detected from this
river during surveys on the St. Clair River.
RECENTLY IDENTIFIED COMPOUNDS
The only new class of compounds previously not reported in Lake Erie
herring gulls and eggs were polychlorinated terphenyls (PCTs). PCTs were
absent from Lake Ontario herring gull samples analyzed in previous years.
Octachlorostyrene and 3 isomers of heptachlorostyrene were also reported
in the Lake Erie herring gull populations. Since chlorinated styrenes have
been reported previously in biota from Lake St. Clair and Lake Ontario,
methodology will be developed in 1979 to incorporate these residues as routine
monitor parameters.
Residues identified during the intensive survey of Lake Ontario herring
gulls but absent from the Lake Erie samples included polynuclear aromatic
hydrocarbons and tri- and tetrachloroethylenes.
Chlorinated dibenzodioxins including 2,3,7,8 tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin
have been reported in fish from Saginaw Bay (10 - 1,000 pg/g) and Lake Ontario
(4.6 - 6.5 pg/g). Further assessments are required to determine the nature
and effects of dioxin in the Great Lakes environment.
ATMOSPHERIC INPUTS SURVEILLANCE STATUS REPORT
A review of the state of the art of measuring atmospheric inputs, includ-
ing acid rain, contaminants, and nutrients, is presented as part of this
Appendix B to the Water Quality Board report. This will form the basis on
which an atmospheric surveillance and monitoring strategy can be developed.
Recommendations and conclusions are:
1) The atmospheric pathway is a significant source of materials loading
to the Great Lakes and Great Lakes Basin. The magnitude of the
atmospheric deposition should be the subject of continued surveil-
lance and the reporting should be expanded to include the major ions
that determine the free acidity of precipitation.
2) While methodologies for the measurement of toxic contaminants have
, not yet advanced to a proven survey mode, research efforts should
continue to define more exactly the temporal and spatial character of
deposition and to demonstrate feasibility of a survey method.
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to provide record overlap until transfer to the new data base is
established. A research effort designed to demonstrate a dry
deposition measurement technique should be conducted.
4) A regional atmospheric transport and deposition model should be
employed to refine and verify the source-receptor relationships
suggested by preliminary model efforts. The model should include
nutrients and trace contaminants, and to the extent possible,
sulfates and nitrates.
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more closely integrated with the national and international
Long—Range Transport of Air Pollutants (LRTAP) programs of both
Canada and the United States.
DATA QUALITY ASSURANCE
The Data Quality Work Group of the Surveillance Subcommittee performed a
series of laboratory round robins for various nutrients, metals, and major
ions. Results are presented in this Appendix. Generally, the major lab-
oratories participating did well on the parameters tested. When problems were
identified, the Work Group endeavoured to isolate the cause(s) and recommend
solutions.
The additional requirements of the 1978 Great Lakes Water Quality Agree-
ment, in particular, the increase in the number of water quality objectives
from eight to forty-three will require intensive quality assurance protocols
for sampling, analytical methodologies, and data interpretation and manage-
ment. For the latter, a new work group - Data Management and Interpretation
Work Group — was formed to ensure accurate, precise, and timely reporting of
the information obtained as part of the Great Lakes International Surveillance
Plan to the Water Quality Board.
1979 SURVEILLANCE ACTIVITIES
In 1979, the Great Lakes International Surveillance Plan (GLISP) document r
will be completed for all the lakes. In accordance with the schedule in the
GLISP, the second year of intensive surveillance will be performed on Lake
Erie, and annual programs will be continued in accordance with the Plan for
each of the Great Lakes.
It should be reported that, although funding has not changed significantly
between 1978 and 1979, the additional requirements placed on surveillance
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WD@LAKE ASSESSMENTS
This chapter reviews the water quaiity status of the Laurentian Great
Lakes as determined by impTementation of the Great Lakes Internationai Sur-
veiTTance PTan (GLISP). Assessment of resuits from the intensive survey of
Lake Michigan are presented, aTong with the preTiminary assessments of one
year's intensive study on Lake Erie. AnnuaT programs on Lake Ontario wiiT be
incTuded to continue the reporting format of previous years. Lake Huron and
Lake Superior were surveyed in 1978 for probTem area monitoring and contam-
inant programs.
The foTiowing assessments are designed such that the major issues of
eutrophication and contamination are compared within and between Takes. As
contaminants have become the focus of the 1978 Great Lakes Water Quaiity
Agreement, these have been emphasized in the foTTowing sections. Phosphorus
Toads are reported within the eutrophication portion of each Take status
report.
2.1.0 LAKE MICHIGAN
Two years of intensive surveiTTance activities on Lake Michigan were
compTeted in 1977. Chemicai, physicai, bioTogicaT and microbioTogicaT data
were taken in the open waters and nearshore zones. The studies addressed
primariTy effects of impiementation of nutrient removaT programs and the bans
on pesticides and P085.
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 There have been continued improvements in water quality in the southern
basin near the Illinois and Indiana shoreline. These improvements are related
to remedial programs including the diversion of twelve municipal plants and
one industry in Lake County, Illinois in the years from 1973 through 1978,
Indiana's phosphate detergent ban since 1972, and pollution abatement programs
undertaken by northwest Indiana industries up through 1979.
The area affected
by the nutrient abatement shows an increase (P<0.05) in dissolved reactive
silica mean annual concentration levels (Figure 2.1.3).
The load reduction of
phosphorus from remedial programs in this area is estimated to have been 600
metric tons during the 1976-77 period.
Light penetration in Lake Michigan increased between 1976 and 1977 (Figure
2.1.4).
Secchi disc readings varied between 4.0 - 8.0 m. The change between
1976 and 1977 may again be related to increased sedimentation during winter
ice cover.
Phosphorus loadings to Lake Michigan decreased from 6,656 tonnes/yr in
1976 to 4,666 tonnes/yr in 1977.
Table 2.1.1 summarizes the phosphorus
loading estimates for 1978.
Tributary and atmospheric sources are the chief
contributors to the total load of 6,245 tonnes/yr.
Major improvements were
found in those nearshore areas where point source controls are in effect.
Chloride is increasing more rapidly than in the past (average annual rate
is 0.12 mg/L/yr).
Sodium and sulfate ion concentrations increased in the
Grand Haven area during 1976 and 1977.
Conservative ion concentration levels
are not readily reduced in Lake Michigan as a result of the long hydraulic
retention time of the basin.
Although the impact of increased conservative
ion concentrations
in Lake Michigan
is, at present,
still
a matter of debate
some investigators have suggested that increased levels of dissolved solids
may alter phytoplankton community structure and adversely affect the fisheries
of Lake Michigan.
2.1.2 CONTAMINANTS
Contamination by organic compounds is the key issue in the water quality
of Lake Michigan. Presented below are the results of annual fish and wild-
life contaminant programs performed in 1978.
FISH
Comparison of the results of PCB analysis in salmon (coho and Chinook)
collected by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) from the
Little Manistee, Platte, and Grand Rivers indicated that residue levels have
decreased by as much as 50% between 1975 and 1978.
Concentrations in fillets
ranged between 0.24 and 5.04 ug/g in 1978.
Similar declines were also
reported in bloater chubs collected by the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service off Saugatuck,
Michigan.
Average
PCB concentrations (whole fish)
in
bloater chubs collected
in 1978 were
significantl
lower (P<0.05)
at 3.08 ug/g
than the 4.11 ug/g reported
in 1976
(Figure 2.1.5).
Declines
in
total
DDT have
also been
reported
by Michigan
DNR
and
the
United
States
Fish
and
Wildlife
Service.
Levels
in
bloater
chubs
(whole fish)
have
declined
90%
from
9.94
ug/g
in
1969
to 0.81
ug/g
in
1978
(Figure
2.1.5)
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TABLE 2.1.1
SUMMARY OF 1978 ESTIMATED PHDSPHORUS LOADING DATA
T0 LAKE MICHIGAN
(aII vaTues are in metric tonnes/year)
       
WISCONSIN MICHIGAN ILLINOIS INDIANA TOTAL
Direct IndustriaT
Discharge 27 18 O 1 46
Direct MunicipaI
Discharge 411 49 34 O 494
Tributary:
Monitored 1,325 1,565 651 3,540
(standard error) (128) (75) - (39) (154)
Sub-Totals 1,763 1,632 34 652 4,080
Atmospheric‘ 1,690
Tributary:
Adjustment for
Unmonitored Area United States 475
(standard error)2 (30)
TOTAL 6,245
Target Loads, 1978 Great Lakes Hater QuaIity Agreement 5,600
Totals may not sum due to rounding.
l1976 estimate.
2Standard error caTculated from tributary Ioading estimates used in making
adjustment
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Dieldrin levels in these same bloater chubs have increased from 0.27 ug/g
in 1969 to 0.55 ug/g in 1978, almost double the Agreement objective for whole
fish of 0.3 ug/g (Figure 2.1.5). Data from the Illinois Department of Con-
servation on edible portion of bloaters and yellow perch collected in late
1977 and early 1978 indicated dieldrin levels ranged between 0.06 ug/g and
0.16 ug/g. Dieldrin levels in the coho salmon reported by Michigan DNR are
below 0.3 ug/g (United States Food and Drug Administration guideline for
protection of human health is 0.3 ug/g in edible portion) and, as reported
last year, appear to be declining in this species.
WILDLIFE
Surveillance of wildlife contaminants on Lake Michigan began in 1978
through cooperation between the United States Fish and Wildlife Service and
the Canadian Wildlife Service. Data were obtained from Sister Islands in
1975, from Hat Island in 1977, and from Gull Island and Bellows Island in
1978. Lake Michigan gull colonies exhibited high residue levels of PCBs and
DDE and the highest levels of dieldrin of all colonies examined in the Great
Lakes Basin (Table 2.1.2). Levels of dieldrin have increased at Sister
Islands from 1975.
2.1.3 PROBLEM AREAS
Four problem areas have been identified in Lake Michigan and are sum-
marized in Table 2.1.3. Ammonia remains the key concern at the Indiana Harbor
Canal with levels recorded in 1978 exceeding the Agreement objective.
Sediment contamination remains a serious problem at Waukegan Harbor with
elevated levels of PCBs. No change in status was reported for Milwaukee
Harbor, but remedial efforts in Green Bay were completed in 1978 and effects
in the quality of the receiving waters will be reported in 1979.
2.2.0 LAKE SUPERIOR
Intensive studies of water quality of Lake Superior are not planned until
1983 in accordance with the GLISP. The following water quality assessment
specifically addresses issues such as contaminants and problem areas.
2.2.1 EUTROPHICATION
No coordinated studies on eutrophication were conducted on Lake Superior
in 1978. Specific studies on Duluth-Superior Harbor and Thunder Bay are
discussed in Section 2.2.3 under Problem Areas. Phosphorus loadings to Lake
Superior were similar between 1976 and 1977 at 3,550 tonnes/yr and 3,661
tonnes/yr, respectively. In 1978, total phosphorus loading was estimated to
be 3,558 tonnes, mostly from tributary and atmospheric sources (Table 2.2.1).
There is no surveillance information to suggest that the trophic status of
Lake Superior has changed over the past decade.
14
  
 TABLE 2.1.2
CO
NT
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T
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IN
HE
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IN
G
GU
LL
EG
GS
OF
LA
KE
MI
CH
IG
AN
(ug/g) PARTS PER MILLION FRESH HEIGHT
        
SISTER ISLANDS
Little Sister Big Sister Hat Island Gull Island Bellows
1975
1977
1978
1977
1978
1978
P085
1260
137
:78
90
:27
68
:27
97
:30
76
:30
83
:36
1254
/126
0
131
:77
104
:32
86
:37
112
:36
92
:35
101
:46
DDE
32
:22
31
:13
21
: 8
28
: 9
.0
23
:_8.
0
23
:10
DDT
0.26
:_0.
15
0.18
: 0.
12
0.14
: 0.
05
0.16
: 0.
05
0.12
: 0.
06
0.20
: 0.
05
000
—
0.2
6: 0
.07
—
0.2
1:_
0.0
2
—
-
Mire
x
0.69
: 1.
2
0.07
: 0.
04
0.25
: 0.
24'
0.21
: 0.
29
0.15
: 0.
10
0.33
: 0.
60
Phot
omir
ex
-
0.04
: 0.
02
0.09
: 0.
08
0.09
:_0.
10
0.06
: 0.
03
0.14
: 0.
23
Diel
drin
0.63
: 0.
35
0.65
: 0.
21
0.85
: 0.
57
0.72
: 0.
60
0.84
: 0.
35
0.89
: 0.
38
Hept
achl
or-e
poxi
de
0.29
+ 0
.20
*
0.31
: 0.
13
—
0.31
: 0.
10
0.36
: 0.
15
Oxyc
hlor
dane
-
-
0.54
: 0.
38
-
0.60
: 0.
61
0.61
: 0.
54
BHCH
-
0.02
: 0.
01
0.02
: 0.
01
0.03
: 0.
03
0.02
: 0.
01
0.02
:_0.
02
Hg
-
0.14
-
0.28
-
-
Pb
-
0.05
—
0.15
-
—
HCB
0.14
: 0.
07
0.13
: 0.
05
0.12
: 0.
05
0.12
: 0.
09
0.12
: 0.
05
0.13
: 0.
09
Chlorobenzenes
(ppb. ng/q)
1,2,
4,5
tetr
achl
oro
-
-
ND
—
ND
-
n = 11 n = 11
1,2,
3,3
tetr
achl
oro
-
-
27
:17
-
ND
—
n = 2 n = 11
Pent
achl
oro
-
-
27
:20
-
14
:11
-
TABLE 2.1.3
PROBLEM AREAS IN LAKE MICHIGAN. 1978
OBJECTIVE 0R STANDARD
PROBLEM VIOLATED COMMENT ON
AREA
1978
HATE
R QU
ALIT
Y AG
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ENT
STAT
US
JURI
SDIC
TION
SOUR
CE
Indi
ana
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nia
(a,
P)
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(<1.0 u9/L)
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y
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d Ox
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(b,
R)
Surv
eys
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of t
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n
NDNR
, 19
77
(>6 mg/L) surveillance of L. Michigan
will be performed in 1980
Phosphorus (b, P) to reassess water quality.
(>1 mg/L discharge)
Suspended SoIids (b, R)
«7 Annex 1, II, C
Milw
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(b,
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y
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n
HDNR
, 19
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mg/
L)
rep
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Suspended SoIids (b, P) completed until 1990.
Annex 1, II, C
Fecal CoIiform (b, P)
Annex 1, III
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PCBs
(a,
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No c
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-
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x I,
1 A
(b)
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.
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sampled in tributary
p
I
I
I
I
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violation with present discharge
violation with remedial program ongoing
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TABLE 2.2.
1
T0 LAKE SUPERIOR
(a11 va1ues are in metric tonnes/year)
       
MIN
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CON
SIN
MIC
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ARI
O
TOT
AL
Direct Industria1
Dis
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rge
0
5
0
68
73
Direct Municipai
Disc
harg
e
1
6
19
97
123
Tributary:
Moni
tore
d
356
164
173
787
1,48
0
(sta
ndar
d er
ror)
(50)
(19)
(69)
(120
)
(148
)
Sub-
Tota
Ts
357
175
192
952
1,67
6
Atmospheric 3,521
(sta
ndar
d er
ror)
(1,6
12)
Tributary:
Adjustment for
Unmonitored Area United States 668, Canada 125 793
(sta
ndar
d er
ror)
1
(99)
(21)
(102
)
TOTAL 5,990
Target Loads, 1978 Great Lakes Water Ouaiity Agreement 3,400
TotaIs may not sum due to rounding.
1Standard errors ca1cu1ated from tributary Toading estimates used in making
adjustments.'
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2.2.2 CONTAMINANTS
FISH
Recent results of contaminants analysis on several fish species by the
Ontario Ministry of Environment (MOE) indicated that elevated mercury levels
(above 1.5 ug/g) were found in lake trout, white fish, and sucker in Penin-
sula Harbour and lake trout in Terrace Bay. Mercury levels appear to have
declined in samples of lake trout from Peninsula Harbour.
PCB levels were above the 2.0 ug/g Canadian Health and Welfare guideline
in larger (>45 cm) lake trout, whitefish, and sucker from Peninsula Harbour,
and larger lake trout from Terrace Bay, Rossport, Mamainse Point, and Green
Point (Thunder Bay). Lake trout from other areas of Thunder Bay (Wild Goose
Bay, Cloud Bay, Pine Bay, Hare Island, Eldorado Beach) were not over the 2.0
ug/g guideline at any size.
Mirex has not been detected in game fish from Lake Superior.
WILDLIFE
Trend data from 1974 to 1978 for DDE, DDT, dieldrin, HCB, mirex, and PCB
residues in herring gull eggs (Table 2.2.2) were fitted to linear and log
linear regressions. Statistically significant declines (P<0.05) were noted
for PCBs on Granite Island where the residue is declining with a half-life of
4.8 years. HCBs were found to be declining on Mamainse Island with a half-life
of 2.4 years. These rates of decline will hold providing there is no drastic
changes in the aquatic food supply of the herring gull or the loading of
available residues to which the food supply is exposed. Reproductive success
of herring gulls on Lake Superior has remained high from 1974 to 1978 (1.6
chicks to every pair of adults). '
2.2.3 PROBLEM AREAS
Eight problem areas were identified in Lake Superior in 1978 and are
summarized in Table 2.2.3.
THUNDER BAY
Data from the 1977 summer (June 20—July 1) nearshore survey were grouped
using an analysis of variance technique to delineate stations having statis-
tically different means. As shown in Figure 2.2.1, this procedure revealed
four significantly different zones of surface water total phosphorus concen-
tration. In general, the highest total phosphorus levels were associated with
the mouths of the McIntyre, Neebing, Kaministikwia, and the McKellar and
Mission Rivers (the highest mean value, 163 ug/L, occurred at a station in
the McIntyre River mouth). A distinct zonal gradient of decreasing concentra-
tions with distance from shore was also observed up to 2 to 3 km from shore,
where phosphorus levels comparable to those of Lake Superior nearshore waters
($7 ug/L) were encountered.
The mean total phosphorus concentrations in the inner and outer harbours
of Thunder Bay during the 1977 survey were compared with levels found during
the 1970 survey (August 18-30). Statistical analysis of the data revealed
17
   
 TABLE 2.2.2
RESIDU
E LEV
ELS (
ug/g)
1N HER
RING
GULL
EGGS,
LAKE
SUPERI
OR
(Y‘:
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TABLE 2.2.3
PROBLEM AREAS lN LAKE SUPERIOR, 1978
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T
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U.S.
, EP
A,
Tail
ings
(a,
P)
init
iate
d in
1978.
, Reg
. V,
1977
Annex 1, 11, A
Dulu
th-S
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muni
cipa
l
New
STP
comp
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d No
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the
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e
Coppe
r and
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h t
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SILVER BAY
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s d
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f p
hos
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,
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ded
sol
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e b
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y p
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n l
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2.3.2 CONTAMINANTS
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TABLE 2.3.1
WATER QUALITY TRENDS IN LAKE HURON
      
LAKE
GODERICH HURON LAMBTON
TotaI 1976 0.042 0.026 0.014
Phosphorus , 1977 0.052 0.025 0.008
mg/L 1978 0.028 0.018 0.007
ChToride 1976 9.4 6.5 5.9
mg/L 1977 9.6 6.8 5.8
1978 9.2 6.0 5.7
Conductivity 1976 - — 210
us/cm 1977 275 217 207
1978 264 220 210
Dissoived 1976 0.88 0.77 0.52
Reactive 1977 0.63 0.48 0.49
SiTicate 1978 0.66 0.56 0.52
mg/L
ChTorophyII a 1976 3.6 1.4 1.4
ug/L " 1977 2.1 1.3 1.7
1978 1.9 1.7 1.0
TABLE 2.3.2
SUMMARY OF 1978 ESTIMATED PHOSPHORUS LOADING DATA
T0 LAKE HURON
(aII va1ues are in metric tonnes/year)
      
MICHIGAN ONTARIO TOTALS
Direct IndustriaT Discharge O 1 1
Direct MunicipaT Discharge 37 132 169
Tributary:
Monitored 747 953 1,700
(standard error) (642 (149) (162)
Sub-Totals 784 1,086 1,870
Atmospheric 2,120
(standard error) V (476)
Tributary:
Adjustment for Unmonitored
Area United States 299, Canada 308 608
(standard error)1 (88) (70) (113)
TOTAL 4,598
Estimated inputsz from Lake Superior 402, Lake Michigan 255 657
Total estimated input to Lake Huron 4,197
Target Loads, 1978 Great Lakes Hater QuaTity Agreement 4,360
Totals may not sum due to rounding.
1Standard errors calcuiated from tributary loading estimates used in making
adjustments.
ZUpper Lakes Reference Group 1974-1975 estimates.
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 TABLE 2.3.3
RESIDUE LE
VELS IN HER
RING GULL
EGGS. LAKE
HURON
(pg/g
PARTS P
ER MILL
ION FRE
SH WEIG
HT)
DOUBLE ISLAND CHANTRY ISLAND
 
1974 1975
1977 1978
1974 1975
1977 1978
2
4
 
PCB
56 +17
46 :15
77 :48
3
DDE
14 16.7 16 :8.5
19 :15
DDT
0.551— .28
0.17: .10
0.09: .07
000
0.36? .09
0.02: .02
1.26: .12
Mirex
0.52: .
22 0.5
5: .67
0.55: .
57
Photomirex
:
- 0.
21: .20
Dieldrin
0.53: .16
0.41: .18
0.51: .24
Heptachlor-ep
oxide
0.16: .03
0.09: .05
0.19: .13
_
Oxychlordane - — 0.36: .33 .09 — 0.30+ .11
BHCH
-
-
0.05:_
.02
.02
-
-
0-043
-03
Hg
0.19: .05 0.31: .12
0
0.24+ .07 0.23: .08
0.22
Pb
-
-
-
0.41
HCB
0.30: .08 0.24: .08
_.05 0.47: .23
0.17: .05 0.17: .08
Ch10robenzenes
(ppb, ng/g)
1,2,4,5 tetrach10r0 - -
(
\
J
P
4
l
0
N
a
)
L
!
)
N
W
(
'
3
O
O
N
v
—
«
N
H
H
O
N
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
39 :17
54 :16
21 : 4.4 13 : 4.6
0.04: .03 0.09: .05
0.02+ .03 0.23+ .08
2.1 0.48: .56 0.34: .22
— 0.14: .08
0 31: .20
0.51: .25
.05 04v: .03 049+ .05
0
5
6
.
!
(
\
l
L
D
K
D
O
0
'
5
0
0
N
r
\
m
o
+
[
+
I
+
I
I
+
|
+
|
+
|
+
|
+
|
+
l
u
m
(
V
)
o
+
|
+
|
+
|
n
+
|
+
|
+
|
+
|
+
1
+
|
n
M
N
N
O
+
|
+
|
+
i
+
l
+
l
l
m
O
‘
»
L
O
N
N
D
O
N
M
N
(
ﬁ
r
—
4
.12
.0
4
c
o
w
—
4
<
f
v
—
1
0
0
0
1
¢
0
0
.
+
l
+
l
|
n
o
.09
.0
3
W
O
N
O
W
M
N
O
N
N
O
N
N
M
N
O
0
0
0
0
0
0
0.
4
0.
1
0.0
+
<
r
H
O
+
o
x
OO
.0
7
2
9: .05
DZ
I
II
Oz
I
1,2,3,4 tetrachIoro
- -
- ND
- —
- 17
Pentach10ro - - - 19.0 :4.2 - - - 30 :24
        
TABLE 2.3.4
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Further remedial eFFort
is planned.
St.
Mary
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l C
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(a,
2)
Phen
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rang
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-18
Onta
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MOE,
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Annex 1, III ug/L from Algoma Steel
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Annonia (a, P) Annonia levels approached
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l D
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.
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e C
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uat
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 Nutrient inputs, primarily from municipal wastewater treatment plants and
agricultural activities in the basin, have resulted in this eutrophication.
Total phosphorus loadings to Saginaw Bay from the Saginaw River during 1978
were less than one-half the loadings recorded during 1974. This reduction is
related to point source control measures and Michigan's phosphorus detergent
ban as the drop in loading between 1975 and 1976 cannot be attributed solely
to flow (Table 2.3.5). The lower phosphorus loads are expected to improve the
water quality of Saginaw Bay in future years.
Total phosphorus concentrations in inner Saginaw Bay have increased since
1974 (Table 2.3.6). Changes in total phosphorus concentrations in the bay
will be slow because of resuspended phosphorus from the sediments and dif—
ferent circulation patterns from year to year. The Bay will continue to be
monitored for total phosphorus and other nutrients.
2.4.0 LAKE ERIE
The first year of an intensive two-year surveyof Lake Erie, as described
in the GLISP, was performed in 1978. Most of the data remains to be analyzed,
but preliminary results are presented below.
2.4.1 EUTROPHICATION
The eutrophication of Lake Erie accelerated with the clearing of the
forests around the lake and the draining of the Maumee swamp in the late
1800's. Since then, the problem has been compounded with large nutrient
. loadings from municipal, industrial, and agricultural sources. As a conse-
3 quence of the impacts of this increasing eutrophication, the trophic status of
g the lake was a key environmental concern in the GLISP intensive studies
‘ implemented during 1978.
l
a Water quality parameters along the nearshore zone of the eastern basin of
1 Lake Erie during the spring of 1975 indicated three statistically significant
a (P<0.05) zones:
1. the Grand River mouth area;
2. an area east of the Grand River extending to Fort Erie; and
3. an area west of the river, including Long Point Bay.
Figure 2.4.1 illustrates that conductivity gradients, as determined in
spring 1976, can extend as far east as Port Colbourne. The Grand River mouth
is continuously in excess of both the MOE and 1978 Agreement objectives for
total dissolved solids (200 mg/L). The largest areal distribution occurs
during and after spring snowmelt which constitutes up to 50% of the annual
total dissolved solids loading from this watershed.
Total phosphorus distribution during this period is also illustrated in
Figure 2.4.1. Average concentrations, with the exception of the Grand River
mouth area, were 12 ug/L, 10 ug/L, 15 pg/L during spring, summer, and fall,
respectively. Yearly trends for total phosphorus levels exhibited no signif-
icant changes over the period 1973-1976. Multiple linear regression analyses
indicated that water levels have an important effect on total phosphorus
variations with total phosphorus concentrations varying inversely with water
eve's.
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1 299 2 295-303 19
312 4 305-318 26
339 16 322-365 6
4 481 60 437-548 3
     
  
 
  
     
  
LAKE ERIE
, /
TOTAL PHOSPHORUS pg / L SPRING 1976
SEGMENT MEAN 5m DEV RANGE no. sms
12 4 6 - 12 44
28 12 19 - 50 6
97 49 64 - 153 3
S
m
2 Z
‘39 E E
4% I
/
   
CHLOROPHVLL 5. uglL At GUST 1976
SEGMENT MEAN sm oev RANGE no. sms
1 I 2175 .80 1.4-4.1 43
2 7.65 1.96 5.7-11.0 9
3 17.67 7.07 12-22] 2
  
   
 
Fig. 2.4.1
CONDUCTIVITY, TOTAL PHOSPHORUS, AND CHLOROPHYLL _a_
IN
THE
EASTERN
BASIN
OF
LAKE
ERIE,
1976
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Chlorophyll 3 concentrations in nearshore areas were in the mesotrophic
range, i.e. 3—4 pg/L. In the vicinity of the Grand River mouth, the mean level
was 17 pg/L in August 1976 (Figure 2.4.1), double that observed in spring.
Intensive surveillance was conducted in 1978 along the southern shoreline
of Lake Erie in accordance with the GLISP. Preliminary results for the
eastern, central, and western basins are discussed below.
The nearshore zone is an area of high variability. Table 2.4.1 illustrates
that the variability of total phosphorus incurred by analytical procedures
(standards, splits, replicates) is low compared to the day-to-day changes
observed in water quality, emphasizing the need for intensive sampling to
assess nearshore water quality. All data presented are three-day averages per
cru1se.
Total phosphorus concentrations at the mouth of major tributaries in Lake
Erie are illustrated in Figure 2.4.2. The data show a general trend of
decreasing phosphorus concentration as one progresses from the western basin
to the eastern basin. In the eastern basin, nearshore total phosphorus levels
ranged from 0.01 to 0.17 mg/L. High total phosphorus concentrations were
consistently measured at the entrance to Presque Isle Bay (Erie, Pennsylvania)
and at Buffalo near Smoke Creek. In the central basin, the Rocky River had a
large effect on phosphorus concentrations in the nearshore waters as did the
Maumee River in the western basin.
Nearshore mean concentrations of chlorophyll a rarely exceeded 7 pg/L in
the eastern basin although values of 120 ug/L were recorded at Presque Isle
Bay. Highest values in the eastern basin were recorded between August and
September. In the central basin, nearshore chlorophyll a concentrations were
high in both the spring and late summer. Average chlorophyll a values in the
central basin were 20 pg/L. Chlorophyll a concentrations in the western
basin ranged between 4.0 ug/L and 207 pg/L with an average spring value of
11.1 ug/L, and a summer value of 32.2 pg/L. Highest concentrations were found
in Brest Bay and Maumee Bay.
Long term trends of water quality in the nearshore area were assessed in
each basin using either water intake data or by referring to values recorded
in the literature.
At Presque Isle Bay, there has been a decrease in alkalinity (Figure
2.4.3) since 1920, but little change of sulfate and chloride. The latter
would appear to be contrary to general increasing trends of chloride and
sulfate observed in the Great Lakes (see Section 2.1.0).
In the central basin, levels for conductivity, calcium, sodium and potas-
sium, chloride, and sulfate (Figure 2.4.4) were compared to levels estimated
from the rates of increase reported by Beeton (1964). These trends (Beeton)
were based on data from nearshore regions and the open lake. The combining of
such different limnological regions produces "noisy" trends. The comparison
with 1978 data is only to illustrate that the concentrations of these elements
were lower than would be expected from Beeton's estimate (except for conducti-
vity). Whether this reflects that the original trend estimate is too high or
29
  
  
TABLE 2.4.1
VARIABILITY 1N NEARSHORE DATA. LAKE ERIE, 1978
   
   
   
      
ADJACENT
STANDARDS SPLITS REPLICATES DAYS OVERALL
MEAN .87 1.94 3.19 11.73 29.29
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VARIANCE .325 5.62 17.08 293.6 737.1
% Contribution to .044 .72 1.55 37.5 60.2
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Fig. 2.4.2 TOTAL PHOSPHORUS CONCENTRATIONS AT THE MOUTH
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1310
70001-
6000
_5000
4000
3000-
(
m
e
t
n
c
t
o
n
n
e
s
)
2000!.
T
O
T
A
L
P
H
O
S
P
H
O
R
U
S
M
A
S
S
1000
   
1970 1971 1972 19731974 1975 1976 1977 1978
YEARS
1970 1971 1972 19731974 1975 1976 1977 1978
YEARS
Fig. 2.4.6 TOTAL PHOSPHORUS CONCENTRATION AND MASS
IN LAKE ERIE CENTRAL BASIN, 1970-1978
34
 
 TABLE 2.4.2
WATER QUALITY TRENDS FROM LAKE ERIE WATER INTAKES
       
AMHERSTBURG UNION BLENHEIM ELGIN DUNNVILLE
TotaI 1976 0.072 0.037 0.030 0.042 0.060
Phosphorus 1977 0.061 0.032 0.024 0.040 0.040
mg/L 1978 0.032 0.034 0.024 0.037 0.039
ChIoride 1976 14.9 19.7 20.2 20.8 23.2
mg/L 1977 15.9 20.0 19.7 21.0 21.5
1978 15.0 21.1 18.8 19.9 21.8
Conductivity 1976 254 290 — 315 325
us/cm 1977 271 276 293 303 319
1978 256 281 293 306 320
DissoIved 1976 0.53 0.38 0.48 0.21 0.54
Reactive 1977 0.70 0.23 0.21 0.23 0.16
SiIicate 1978 0.69 0.39 0.21 0.23 0.29
mg/L
ChIorophyII a 1976 4.6 3.6 4.1 4.4 4.6
ug/L " 1977 4.7 3.1 2.3 2.8 4.6
1978 2.3 2.8 3.3 3.6 3.6
TABLE 2.4.3
SUMMARY OF 1978 ESTIMATED PHOSPHORUS LOADING DATA
TD LAKE ERIE
(aII vaIues are in metric tonnes/year)
     
 
 
MICHIGAN OHIO PENNSYLVANIA NEW YORK ONTARIO TOTAL
Direct Industriai
Discharge 132 26 3 - 30 191
Direct MunicipaI
Discharge 2,817 1,378 158 28 59 4,440
Tributary:
Monitored 476 7,835 - 121 1,637 10,070
(standard error) (35) (894) - (25) (88) (899)
Sub-TotaIs 3,425 9,239 V161 149 1,726 14,701
Atmospheric 879
(standard error) (154)
Tributary:
Adjustment for
Unmonitored Area United States 2,448, Canada 356 2,804
(standard error)1 (394) (39) (396)
TOTAL 18,384
Estimated input2 from Lake Huron 1,080
TotaI estimated input to Lake Erie 19,464
Target Loads, 1978 Great Lakes Water QuaTity Agreement 11,000
Totals may not sum due to rounding.
1Standard errors caIcuIated from tributary Ioading estimates used in making
adjustments.
2Upper Lakes Reference Group 1974-1975 estimate.
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TABLE 2.4.4
 
VOL
UME
WEI
GHT
ED
SUM
MER
MEA
N
PHO
SPH
ORU
S C
ONC
ENT
RAT
ION
S
FOR THE CENTRAL AND EASTERN BASINS OF LAKE ERIE (ug/L P)
   
  
   
  
     
LAKE ERIE (g/ma/d)
VOLUMETRIC OXYGEN DEPLETION RATES IN
 
Year
 
CentraI Basin
Eastern Basin
1970
1977
1978
 
0.12 :003
0.11:0.01
 
0.11 i 0.01 ‘
 
0.057 1 0.02
0.051 1 0.02
0.047 1 0.02
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1970 1977 1978
C.B
.
E.B
.
C.B
.
E.B
.
C.B
.
E.B
.
Tot
a]
Fil
ter
ed
Pho
sph
oru
s
6.3
0
6.1
0
7.0
4
6.5
7
6.0
2
I
6.1
1
Tot
aI
Par
tic
uTa
te
Pho
sph
oru
s
9.8
0
7.0
0
8.4
1
6.9
3
8.1
8
6.9
9
Tot
aI
Unf
iIt
ere
d
Pho
sph
oru
s
16.
1
13.
1
15.
5
13.
5
14.
2
13.
1
TABLE 2.4.5
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 Figu
res
2.4.
7 al
so i
llus
trat
es t
he s
prin
g an
d au
tumn
chlo
roph
yll
g va
lues
for
1978
.
On b
oth
occa
sion
s,
high
er c
once
ntra
tion
s we
re e
ncou
nter
ed
in t
he
western basin with a strong decreasing west—east gradient.
Chlo
ride
leve
ls,
howe
ver,
incr
ease
d fr
om w
est
to e
ast
from
16 t
o 20
mg/L
in N
ovem
ber
1978
(Fig
ure
2.4.
7).
It i
s no
t kn
own
if t
his
tren
d wa
s co
nsta
nt
throughout the year, but the low values in the western basin might reflect the
chloride concentrations of the Detroit River (Table 2.4.8) and its influence
on water quality in the western basin.
2.4.2 CONTAMINANTS
During 1978, intensive surveillance programs on wildlife and fish contam-
inants were performed. Results of these studies are presented below.
FISH
Results of contaminant analyses on several species of fish from Lake Erie
conducted in 1978 by the Ontario MOE indicated large rainbow trout and small
mouth bass in the western basin exceeded the Canadian health protection guide-
line of 2.0 ug/g (edible portion). Mercury levels in yellow pickerel and
white bass from the western basin have not changed significantly from those
reported in 1977 and exceeded the 1978 Agreement objective of 0.5 ug/g.
Mercury levels in Lake Erie spottail shiners ranged from 0.04 to 0.05 ug/g.
Results of analyses for several contaminants in smelt, yellow pickerel,
and coho salmon conducted by Environment Canada are presented in Table 2.4.6.
Mean concentration of PCBs in coho salmon exceeded the 0.1 ug/g Agreement
objective for whole fish.
Mire
x wa
s no
t d
etec
ted
in 1
978
in f
ish
coll
ecte
d in
the
lake
, bu
t co
ncen
-
trat
ions
up t
o 17
ug/g
were
dete
cted
in s
pott
ail
shin
ers
at K
ettl
e Cr
eek,
Port Stanley. Mirex has previously been reported in 1974 in alewives, channel
catfish, and white bass at concentrations of 0.01, 0.02, and 0.03 ug/g,
respectively.
WILDLIFE
Most measured contaminants have decreased in herring gull eggs collected
from colonies at Port Colbourne and Middle Island (Table 2.4.7). Dieldrin has
exhibited the smallest change which is consistent with data from all of the
Great Lakes. These Lake Erie colonies have consistently shown the lowest
dieldrin levels monitored on an annual basis.
The first of two intensive assessments of herring gulls on Lake Erie was
conducted in 1978.
Residues in eggs were also monitored on three other colonies as part of
the intensive surveillance program: Mohawk Island on the Canadian shoreline
in the eastern basin; Middle Sister Island in the western basin; and Fighting
Island in the Detroit River (Table 2.4.7). Residue levels of PCBs in Fighting
Island colonies were the highest of any reported on the Great Lakes in 1978.
' Reproductive success in 1978 was within the normal range and was estimated
304ge 1.4-1.7 for two colonies. Previous reproductive rates (1974) were 0.32-
38
 FISH CONTAMINANT DATA FROM LAKE ERIE
TABLE 2.4.6
(WHOLE LAKE PROGRAM). 1978
    
SMELT YELLOW PERCH COHO SALMON
§(N=82)1 S.D. i(N=47) S.D. Y(N=20) S.D.
Tot
a1
Len
gth
(cm)
16.
51
2.0
9
21.
72
4.4
6
51.
38
13.
55
Net
Wei
ght
(g)
25.
03
9.9
4
156
.01
113
.73
179
1.5
5
139
8.3
2
% L
ipi
d
2.3
9
0.8
3
4.0
1
2.0
5
8.2
3
4.1
4
Cu
0.3
6
0.1
7
0.7
0
0.5
3
1.5
6
2.0
5
Cr _ _ — - 0.30 0.07
Hg
0.0
5
0.0
2
0.0
9
0.0
5
0.1
5
0.0
6
Se _ - - - 0.46 0.13
Zn
28.
78
3.0
1
18.
06
2.3
8
24.
30
6.5
2
pp'
DDE
0.0
5
0.0
2
0.0
4
0.0
5
0.4
4
0.5
4
pp
'T
DE
-
—
-
-
0.
04
0.
02
DD
'D
DT
-
-
-
-
0.
05
0.
04
OP'
DDT
-
—
—
—
0.0
2
0.0
2
ZDD
T
0.0
7
0.0
3
0.0
5
0.0
5
0.5
5
0.6
0
Die
1dr
in
—
-
-
-
0.0
5
0.0
2
Ch1
ord
ane
—
—
-
-
0.0
4
0.0
2
PCB
0.2
3
0.1
0
0.2
2
0.1
7
0.9
1
0.6
6
Mirex Not Detected Not Detected
   
A11
res
u1t
s e
xpr
ess
ed
as
ug/
g w
et
wei
ght
who
1e
fis
h u
n1e
ss
oth
erw
ise
not
ed.
1Each samp1e consists of five fish composites.
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TABLE
2.4.7
(ug/
g)
PART
S PE
R MI
LLIO
N FR
ESH
WEIG
HT
 
PT.
COL
BOU
RNE
MIDDLE ISLAND
MOHAWK
ISL
AND
MIDDLE
SISTER
ISL
AND
FIGHTING
ISLAND
1974 1975
19
77
1978 19
74
1975
19
77
1978
1
9
7
8
1978
1978
 
PCB
12
60
1254
/126
0
DD
E
DDT
DDD
Mir
ex
Photo
mirex
Diel
drin
Hepta
chlor
-epox
ide
0xy
ch1
0rd
ane
B
H
C
H
H9
Pb
HC
B
ChTorob
enzenes
(ppb,
ng/g)
1,2,4,5
tetrachlo
ro
1,2,3,4 tetrachloro
Penta
chIor
o
 
Ml
\
:20
3.3
.
0
7
.0
5
.51
m
e
o
w
[
\
N
H
Q
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.13
.03
N
4
0
m
r
—
4
0
0
0
0
0
D
O
I
+
|
+
l
+
l
+
|
l
+
l
+
l
1
.0
4
.05
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:14
+ 1
.8
I
E
.
0
7
:
.17
:
.1
4
:
.
0
4
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.05
.05
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9
.
+
1
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|
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+
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|
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|
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|
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1
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‘
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{
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.
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\
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O
O
+
l
0
1
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7
.0
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3
.2
0
.06
.26
.0
6
.12
.0
1
.03
4
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n
4
-
—
1
+
1.3
.06
0
3
1
0
0
I
+
|
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|
I
+
|
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|
+
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|
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l
+
1
1
.16
.06
.09
.03
.03
.01
m
e
O
W
N
M
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H
N
O
P
-
‘
O
L
O
O
0
0
0
0
0
0
.
4
.
O
‘
-
OO
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7
—
4
N
v
-
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c
+
N
,
\
1.6
6
.17
0
.07 0
.43 0
e
r
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-
\
D
M
H
Q
’
.1
4
.0
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o
d
o
o
V
K
D
(
ﬁ
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1
u
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1
+
|
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|
I
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N
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I
+
|
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|
l
+
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I
mv
—
-
4
+
1.
7
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+
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|
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4
.
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.
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|
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\
D
.
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1
4
.
L
n
|
+
I
v
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|
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I
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l
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l
+
l
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l
|
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04
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0.03
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N
O
v
—
‘
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
N
L
D
N
C
N
M
H
+
L
n
0
4
C
)
0.06
97
:2
7
117
:33
9.6 : 2.5
0.0
9:,
0.0
4
0.12
: 0.1
0
0.12:
,0.03
0.
19
: 0
.06
0.
10
:
0.0
4
0.19
: 0.
11
0.01
: 0.
01
1.29:
0.05
  
NB.:
N = 1
0
 
                     
  
2.4.3 DETROIT AND ST. CLAIR RIVERS
DETROIT RIVER
Sampling on the Detroit River has been similar over the period 1967
through 1978. Sampling ranges and station locations are presented in Figure
2.4.8.
In 1978, nine sampling cruises were conducted at the head and ten
cruises were conducted at the mouth of the river.
A comparison of Detroit River results with water quality objectives of the
1972 Agreement yields the following information:
1.
Dissolved oxygen concentrations met the 6 mg/L minimum objective for
all but 7 of the 375 samples collected.
All violations occurred in
the Trenton Channel stations on the same day in July.
For the entire
river, dissolved oxygen concentrations ranged from 3.7 mg/L to 12.2
mg/L.
2.
The pH objective was met for all of the 376 samples taken.
3.
Total iron concentrations exceeded the Agreement objective of 300
pg/L at 200 of the 375 samples taken.
This objective was exceeded
at least once at all stations.
'
4.
Phenol concentrations exceeded 1 pg/L at least once at all but one
station.
As
in past years, the highest levels were detected from
range 19.0 and downstream near the United States shore.
Concentra-
tions ranged from undetectable to 15 ug/L.
5.
Total
dissolved
solids
concentrations
exceeded
the
Agreement
objec-
tive
of
200
mg/L
for
10
of the
375
samples.
This
is
a slight
increase
over previous years.
6.
New
Agreement
water
quality
objectives
state
that
waters
to
be
used
for
body
contact
recreation
shall
be
substantially
free
from
bacteria.
Michigan
standards
for
total
body contact
recreation
require
fecal
coliform counts below 200 per 100 mL.
This level was exceeded for 91
of the 367 samples or 25% of all samples.
Ontario's standard for
fecal
coliform require counts less than 100 per 100 mL.
This was
exceeded
for
247
of the
367
samples
or
67%
of
all
samples.
Since
1967,
water
quality
at
the
mouth
of
the
Detroit
River
has
improved
for
most
parameters
as
indicated
in
Table
2.4.8.
Loads
of
several
parameters
to Lake Erie from the Detroit River over the period 1967-1978 are presented in
Table
2.4.9.
Total
phosphorus
and
chloride
loadings
have
decreased
signif—
I
icantly since 1968 (Figure 2.4.9).
ST. CLAIR RIVER
A biological study in May and August of 1977 along the St. Clair River
examined the effects of industrial
and municipal discharges on bottom fauna
populations.
This study was aimed at updating the findings of a previous
41
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 TABLE
2.14.8
WATER QUALITY OF RANGE DT 3.9 LOCATED AT THE MOUTH OF THE DETROIT RIVER
Data from
the Detroi
t Monitori
ng Program
carried on
by Michiga
n were use
d
to prep
are the
tabTe s
hown be
Tow.
Approxi
mateiy
ten sta
tions
accross
the
range w
ere use
d in c
aicuiat
ing the
average
s for
each Wa
ter Yea
r.
The mea
n conc
entrati
ons we
re dev
eToped
by weig
hting
individ
uaT co
ncentra
—
tions a
cross t
he rang
e for
fiow.
The wei
ghting
factors
are bas
ed on
the
percent
age of
river f
iow mon
itored
at each
station
on the
range.
Water Water Water Water Water Water Water Water Water Water WUIUI‘
Year Year Year Year Year Year Year Year Year Year \i‘dr
PARAMETER 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 73 7o 77
Phenols 2.4 1.3 1.7 6.1 1.7 1.8 1.5 2.0 2.1 2.7 1.9
(ug/l)
4
3
Total Iron 0.69 0.73 0.56 0.52 0.37 0.60 0.39 0.35 0.41 .55 .43
(mg/1)
 
Chloride 24 23 18 18 16 17 16 w 16 "0‘ 15 15 1
(mg/1)
1
n
301- Phosphorus
0.05 0.07
0.07 0.08
0.04 0.03
0.02 0.02
0.03 .02
.01
(mg/l)
Tot. Phosphorus
NA 0.19
0.14 0.14
0.08 0.07 0
.08 0.05
0.06““ .05
.04
(mg/1)
Ammonia Nitrogen
0.17 0.12
0.13 0.13 0
.16 0.15 0
.10 0.14
.13 .10'
.10
(mg/l)
O"
J
Nitrate Nitrogen 0.15 0.19 0.17 0.27 0.28 0.32 0.27 0.27 0.35 .30 .25
(mg/l)
pH (low valu
e/
NA 7.
3/8.2 7.
3/8.2 7.
3/8.2 7.
6/8.3 7.
0/8.3 7.
0/8.3 7.0
/8.1 7
.5/8.3
7.5/8.2
7.7/8.6
high value)
Diss. Oxygen
8.1 8.1
8.6 7.7
7.8 9.1
7.9 8.9
9.8 8.8
8.7
(mg
/1)
    
 LOADIHGS TO LAKE ERIE FROM THE DETROIT REVER
Data from the Detroit River Monitoring Program carried on by Michigan were used to prepare the tahTe below. The table shows the mean daily Toadinq
rate of ten water quaTity parameters at the mouth of the Detroit River, approximately 3.9 miles upstream. Data at ten stations across Range 3.9
were used to calculate the loadings, which represent the amounts of the various materials enter‘no Lake Erie.
PERIOD OF RECORD — WATER YEAR BASIS
Mean Daily Loadings as KG/DAYl Passing Range DT 3.9 at the Mouth of the Detroit River
Standard Deviation Expressed as KC/DAY are in parenthesis
Total2
Dissolved
Suspended
Total
Soluble
Nitrate'
Ammonia
Total
SOlids
Solids
Solids
Chloride
Phosphorus Phosphorus Nitrogen
Nitrogen
Iron
Phenols
Flues
(KG/DAY)
(KG/DAY)
(KC/DAY)
(KG/DAY)
(KG/DAY)
,(KG/DAY)
(KG/DAY)
(KG/DAY)
(Kc/DAY)
(KG/DAY)
(Ha/Set)
 
1967
N.A.“
N.A.
10,000,000 11,000,000
N.A.
22,000
70,000
80,000
320,000
1,100
5,430
(920,000)
(800,000)
(3,800)
(7,600)
(12,000)
(20,000)
(180)
1968
N.A.
N.A.
10,000,000 11,000,000
90,000
32,000
92,000
57,000
350,000
610
5,600
(730,000)
(740,000)
(7,300)
(6,200)
(4,900)
(8,900)
(24,000)
(60)
1969
N.A.
N.A.
8,400,000
9,400,000
72,000
37,000
90,000
68,000
290,000
900
6,030
(540,000)
(660,000)
(8,300)
(7,200)
(7,000)
(9,900)
(16,000)
(100)
4
4
1970
N.A.
N.A.
8,000,000
9,500,000
71,000
42,000
140,000
68,000
370,000
3,100
6,090
(490,000)
(630,000)
(6,200)
(6,600)
(12,000)
(10,000)
(18,000)
(1,400)
1971
87,000,000 81,000,000
6,400,000 8,900,000
42,000
19,000
150,000
84,000
200,000
910
6,260
(2,300,000)
(300,000)
(630,000)
(4,200)
(2,300)
(17,000)
(12,000)
(11,000)
(120)
1972
98,000,000
90,000,000
7,700,000
9,100,000
40,000
18,000
170,000
84,000
330,000
990
6,350
(2,200,000)
(610,000)
(560,000)
(4,100)
(2,500)
(14,000)
(9,300)
(39,000)
(150)
 
1973
100,000,000
98,000,000
4,700,000
9,500,000
45,000
12,000
160,000
60,000
330,000
880
6,790
(2,000,000)
(270,000)
(530,000)
(2,600)
(1,100)
(9,500)
(8,000)
(13,000)
(120)
1974
100,000,000
96,000,000
5,100,000
9,500,000
31,000
12,000
160,000
73,000
208,000
1,200
6.820
(1,900,000)
(310,000)
(500,000)
(3,000)
(1,500)
(6,800)
(8,900)
(11,000)
(170)
1975
100,000,000 93,000,000
8,800,000 8,600,000
33,000
14,000
200,000
76,000
240,000
1,200
6,640
(1,600,000)
(510,000)
(390,000)
(3,600)
(1,800)
(12,000)
(9,000)
(18,000)
(60)
1976
100,000,000
89,000,000
9,000,000
8,400,000
28,000.
8,900
170,000
59,000
320,000
1,600
6,640
(1,800,000)
(610,000)
(430,000)
(2,400)
(820)
(11,000)
(6,700)
(17,000)
(84)
1977
82,000,000
77,000,000
5,400,000 7,100,000
17,000
6,100
120,000
50,000
200,000
1,400
5,640
(1,500,000)
(280,000)
(390,000)
(1,800)
(790)
(6,400)
(6,500)
(11,000)
(81)
  
LBS/DAY = KG/DAY * 2.21
Summation of dissolved solids and suspended solids
Nitrate nitrogen for Water Year 1967 through August 1972.
Nitrate plus nitrite nitrogen to present.
Not available
~
N
m
:
Represents Detroit River flow on days samples were collected.
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study conducted in August 1968 and at assessing the effectiveness of remedial
programs undertaken at industrial and municipal facilities along the Canadian
shoreline of the river. The findings of the 1968 study were documented in the
Appendix B of the 1974 Water Quality Board Report.
Figure 2.4.10 depicts four major zones along the Canadian shore and the
average number of taxa per station in each zone. A diverse benthic macro-
invertebrate community was observed in the upper reaches and along the United
States shoreline indicative of good water quality. In the vicinity of indus-
trial discharges (zones B & C), a significant improvement in benthic fauna
community was observed.
The average number of taxa per station increased from
5 in 1968 to 12 in August 1977.
In the lower reaches of the river, organisms intolerant of pollution had
reestablished themselves and were similar to those observed along the adjacent
United States shoreline.
2.4.4 PROBLEM AREAS
LAKE ERIE NEARSHORE AND BEACHES
In the eastern basin of Lake Erie, total mercury levels frequently viol-
ated Agreement objectives of 0.2 ug/L with values up to 6.1 ug/L being
reported off Presque Isle.
Violations were common off Erie and Dunkirk. Total
ammonia (NH3) concentrations ranged from <0.002 mg/L to 0.37 mg/L with the
highest value found near Buffalo.
Dissolved oxygen concentrations below 6
mg/L were also observed off Erie and Buffalo.
No metal data were available at
the time of this report.
Studies in the western basin found the dissolved oxygen levels were below
6 mg/L on the summer cruises along both the Michigan and Ohio shorelines.
Copper and zinc concentrations (reaching levels of 192 and 230 ug/L, respec-
tively) frequently violated Agreement objectives.
These observations are from preliminary review of the 1978 data. There is
sufficient evidence to note that degradation of water quality by metals is a
high priority environmental problem along the south shore of Lake Erie.
Problem areas identified in Lake Erie are summarized in Table 2.4.10, and
a review of water quality at Ashtabula and Pine River are presented below.
Ashtabula
Water quality monitoring at the Ashtabula water intake found violations of
chromium (>0.08 mg/L). Similar surveys at the Mentor Water Intake found
violations of zinc and ammonia confirming results of the nearshore study
previously presented.
Elevated levels of PCBs, mercury, and dieldrin have been reported by the
United States EPA in the upper portion of the river mouth, and HCB has been
detected in fish taken from the Ashtabula River.
46
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 TABLE 2.4.10
PROBLEM AREAS IN LAKE ERIE AND LAKE ST. CLAIR. 1978
OBJECTIVE 0R STANDARD
  
PROBLEM VIOLATED COMMENT ON
AREA 1978 WATER QUALITY AGREEMENT STATUS JURISDICTION SOURCE
Thames River Total Dissolved Solids (b, P) Not sampled in 1978. See Ontario MOE, 1975
(<200 mg/L) Appendix B 1975.
St. Clair River Dissolved Organic Benthic fauna improved during Ontario MOE, 1977
Contaminants (a, P) 1968-1977. Zones of
Annex 1, 1, (1b) degradation downstream of
. industrial sites noted
Fish Tainting (a, R) (see Section 2.4.3). No 1978
Annex 1, C, 4 fish tainting reported in
1978.
Detroit River Total Coliform (a, P) See Section 2.4.3 for Ontario - MDNR, 1978
Fecal Coliform (a, P) detailed assessment. Total Michigan MOE
Annex 1, III coliform violation reported
by MOE in Windsor-
Phenol (a, P) Amherstburg reach. Urban
(<1.0 ug/L) drainage (windscr-
Amherstburg STP) source
of violation.
Total Iron (a, P)
(<0.3 mg/L)
Total Dissolved Solids
(a. P)
(<200 mg/L)
(Clinton River) Fecal Coliform (b, P) Break in sewer line did not Michigan MDNR
have major effect on water
Total Dissolved Solids quality in Lake St. Clair
(b. P) in 1978.
(MweRwHﬂ Fmalmlﬁmm(m H
Annex 1, III
Phenol (b, P)
(<1.0 ug/L)
Total Iron (b, P)
(<0.3 mg/L)
(Ecorse River) Fecal Coliform (b, P)
Annex 1, III
Phenol (b, P)
((1.0 ug/LI
Total Iron
(<0.3 mg/L) _
Toledo Eutrophication (b, P) Intensive nearshore studies Ohio CLEAR, Ohio
Annex III found intensive oxygen State Univ.
depletion during the 1978
Fecal Coliform (b, P) summer. Mean total phos-
Annex 1, III phorus of 312 ug/L in
April and June. Ammonia
Zinc (a, P) and conductivity viola- 0EPA
(<30 ug/L) tions also noted. Oxygen
 
Dissolved Oxygen (b, P)
(>6.0 mg/L)
 
water intake noted zinc
levels of 30 to 50 ug/L.
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Table 2.4.10 - Cont'd.
    
OBJECTIVE OR STANDARD
PROBLEM VIOLATED COMMENT ON
AREA
1978 WATER QUALITY AGREEMENT
STATUS
JURISDICTION
SOURCE
Sandusky River
Eutrophication (b, P)
Two out of eight observations
Ohio
CLEAR, 1978
Annex III from April-November
exceeded coliform count of
Fecal Coliform (b, P) ‘72 Agreement. Violation
Annex 1, III for phenol also noted once
out of four cruises.
Dissolved Oxygen (b, P) J
(>6.0 mg/L)
Copper (a, P)
Copper concentrations between
OEPA, 1978
(<5 ug/L) 30-40 ug/L observed at
Sandusky water intake.
Huron River Total Inorganic Nitrogen Low oxygen levels found in
Harbour (b, P) z 24 out of 42 bottom
(<0.3 mg/L) ‘ observations. Violations
of conductivity and fecal
Chemical Oxygen Demand coliform also noted.
(b. P)
(< 7 mg/L offshore OEPA) l !
(<12 mg/L inshore OEPA)
I
j
(
Manganese (b, P) I
(<0.05 mg/L) 1
I
Arsenic (b, P) E
(<50 ug/L) (
Black River
Fecal Coliform (b, P)
) Water quality problems
Ohio
I OSU, 1978
Annex I, III E previously reported by
i OEPA confirmed during
Ammonia (b, P)
!
intensive nearshore
i
(<0.5 mg/L)
i
studies of 1978 as
3
E described in GLISP.
Cadmium (b, P)
;
Ohio
OSU
(<o.2 u9/L) !
l
Chromium (b, P) I
(<50 ug/L)
Copper (b, P)
(<5 ug/L)
Phenol (b, P)
(<1 ug/L)
Rocky River
Dissolved Oxygen (b, P)
i Water quality surveillance
Ohio
OSU
(>6.0 mg/L) in nearshore confirmed
previously reported
Fecal Colfirm (b, P) problems.
Annex 1, III
Annonia (b, P)
(<soo ug/L)
Cleveland
Eutrophication (a, P)
Problem area surveillance
Ohio
OSU
Annex 3
performed in 1978 according
to GLISP.
Dissolved Oxygen (a, P)
(>6.0 mg/L)
Fecal Coliform (a, P)
Annex 1, III
Fluoride (a, P)
No status report in 1978.
Ohio
OEPA, 1977
 
(<1200 ug/L)
MBAS (a, P)
(<0.5 mg/L)
Heavy Metals
Phenols
(<1-0 ug/L)
No status report in 1978.
No status report in 1978.
No status report in 1978.
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Pine River
In 1977, the Pine River was identified as a problem area because of high
fecal coliform levels in the St. Clair River. As no violation of Agreement
objectives were noted for coliforms in this section of the river during 1978,
this area has been deleted as a problem area.
2.5.0 LAKE ONTARIO
Annual surveys of Lake Ontario were conducted by the Ontario MOE and
Environment Canada. The following is a summary of these studies plus the
annual contaminant studies performed in 1978, and a summary of water quality
in the St. Lawrence River.
2.5.1 EUTROPHICATION
NEARSHORE
Studies conducted in the spring of 1976, 1977, and 1978 in the nearshore
zone of Lake Ontario, between the Niagara River mouth and Cobourg, defined
five major water quality regions (Figure 2.5.1). Water quality within each of
these regions was found to be relatively homogenous while being statistically
different from that in the adjoining regions. This partitioning of nearshore
water quality was based on data collected in triplicate each spring along a
series of transects situated perpendicular to shore and extending to the 50 m
depth contour. Detailed analysis of these data further revealed that the
temporal variability in the nearshore often exceeded spatial variability.
This finding led to a nearshore monitoring program based on a reduction of
station locations in favour of more frequent sampling.
In 1978, the MOE began testing the effectiveness of such a program through
weekly monitoring of a region east of Toronto (Region D) along a single
transect composed of stations set out at the 4, 8, 12, 16, 32, and 50 m depth
contours (Figure 2.5.1 (inset)). Selection of these sampling stations was
based on inshore-offshore gradients in nutrient regimes and phytoplankton
populations. The objectives of the study were aimed at defining temporal
trends in the trophic status of the region. This was accomplished through an
assessment of phytoplankton biomass in relation to the governing nutrient
regimes and physical conditions imposed by the dynamics of the nearshore zone.
A temporal regime characterized by a distinct epilimnion, hypolimnion, and
thermocline rarely develops in these zones. Such an occasion, however, arose
on July 25 when, following a period of prolonged calm, a strong thermocline
was observed and phosphorus and chlorophyll gradients became established
(Figure 2.5.2). In—depth investigations conducted during this period revealed
the existence of a double chlorophyll a peak showing a maximum in the thermo-
cline at 8 m and another maximum below the thermocline at 17 m. Phytoplankton
enumerations, on the other hand, revealed only one peak which corresponded
with the sub—thermocline chlorophyll g_maximum and not with the larger thermo-
cline chlorophyll a_peak as was expected (Figure 2.5.3). The phytoplankton
peak at incident light levels of less than one percent and composed mainly of
Cryptophyceae which are known to be heterotrophic and therefore capable of
adapting to low light levels. Poor correlation achieved between total
(phytoplankton counts and chlorophyll §_may be accounted for by the low
51
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chlorophyll a_content of these heterotrophic algae. These findings suggest
that studies attempting to address the eutrophication issue should rely on
direct estimates of biomass.
On almost all cruises in 1978, the nearshore stations were characterized
by vertical gradients of dissolved nutrients, which showed severe depletion in
the upper waters throughout most of the summer followed by hypolimnetic
regeneration in early fall. On numerous occasions, strong inshore-offshore
gradients developed with highest concentrations found nearest to shore (Figure
2.5.4). These gradients were most pronounced in the latter part of the year
(September-November) and may have been associated with the development of a
fall thermal bar.
On several occasions throughout the year, bottom samples (2 m off bottom)
exhibited elevated levels of phosphorus and chlorophyll a (Figure 2.5.5). The
changes in algal populations with depth result in the need for verification of
"water intake data as it relates to the nearshore zone. Table 2.5.1 illustrates
decreases of total phosphorus and chlorophyll a at three water intakes which
support the recently reported decline of phosphorus in Lake Ontario. The
importance of an investigation aimed at defining temporal behaviour of phys-
ical, chemical, and biological parameters within a water column lies in its
ability to yield information in the following three areas: long term trends;
evaluation of intake and outfall locations; and aquatic habitats such as
spawning grounds.
OPEN LAKE
Analysis of the data collected during the nine 1978 cruises in the off-
shore waters (>2 km) of Lake Ontario indicated a continuation of the total
phosphorus decrease reported last year. This would suggest that the lake is
gradually approaching its recommended state (10 ug/L phosphorus, spring
concentration), as outlined in the 1978 Annual Report of the Research Advisory
Board (now Science Advisory Board).
The analysis was conducted by dividing Lake Ontario into 17 zones of
relatively homogeneous internal composition based on observed changes in
several physical, biological, and chemical variables. Every zone is different
from another with respect to at least one prominent variable (Figure 2.5.6).
Total phosphorus concentrations within each zone were calculated so that a
volume weighted mean concentration at any depth for each zone could be deter-
mined. To minimize vertical variability, only data collected during iso-
chemical conditions (before mid—April) were used in the time-trend analysis.
When plotted, the data showed a 15-20% lakewide total phosphorus decrease
(P<0.01) betwen 1977-1978. The zonal changes during 1977-78 are shown in
Figure 2.5.6.
Trend analysis by linear regression and rank correlation methods indicated
that the volume weighted mean lakewide total phosphorus concentration has
decreased steadily over the last few years. The trends for zones 5, 6, 12,
and 25 (whole lake) are shown in Figure 2.5.7. Zone 5 exemplifies the steady
gecline in total phosphorus occurring lakewide while zone 6 shows the greatest
ecrease.
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 The nitrogen content of Lake Ontario, measured by the spring concentra-
tions of nitrate plus nitrite, is still increasing. However, the incremental
increase during 1977-78 is much smaller than the mean yearly increase of 11
pg/L/yr during the period 1969—77 as reported last year. The data were
analyzed with the same zonal pattern and analysis techniques used to determine
total phosphorus trends. Trend analysis was performed on data from both 1 m
and 40 m depths. Statistical analysis indicated an excellent fit for the data
and the increases found from 1969 to 1978 in all zones are statistically
significant (P<0.05).
Durin 1978, zone 9 (Niagara) showed the greatest increase while zone 7
(Hamilton? showed a decrease. Figure 2.5.8 shows the trends in these zones
and also lakewide. The lakewide mean nitrate-nitrite concentration has
increased by 87.9 pg/L over the past 10 years.
Water transparency data, as determined by transmissometer profiles (0-30
meters) and secchi disc readings indicate that over the past few years the
clarity of the open lake waters has improved. Transmissometer data from the
spring cruises (same cruises used for phosphorus and nitrogen trends) were
compared from year to year for each zone. Zone 6 (Toronto) indicated the
highest improvement in clarity.
Chloride concentrations increased from 7 mg/L in 1907 to 26 mg/L in 1966
and 28.5 mg/L in 1971. However, since 1972, there has been no increase in
chloride levels (Figure 2.5.9). This recent stabilization of chloride
concentration in Lake Ontario is probably attributable to the increased water
outflow from the lake. Thus, the loading and discharge of chloride to and
from Lake Ontario would appear to have reached an input-output equilibrium.
This implies that, if future loadings remain constant, the chloride concen-
tration in the lake will rise and fall inversely with the water level in the
lake.
Specific conductance (TDS) data can be used for the same purposes as
chloride. However, the usefulness of these data is limited by the fact that
some of its ionic components (notably Caz), HCO; and Mg+2) undergo a
seasonal variation which often is larger than its year to year or areal
differences in the lake. Hence, only data from the spring cruises are used in
the trend analysis. Over the last seven years, no trend can be established
(Figure 2.5.9). The specific conductance has ranged between 320 and 340
microsiemens at 25°C. Using a specific conductance to TDS conversion factor
of 0.62, the total dissolved solids levels in Lake Ontario are in violation of
the 200 mg/L Agreement objective.
Chlorophyll a data in 1978 were obtained with a 0-20 m integrator from 95
stations on nine cruises. The dates of the cruises, the number of samples
taken, the mean value, and the corresponding standard deviation are given in
Table 2.5.2. Chlorophyll a lakewide mean values increased from March to July,
and then remained at a constant level throughout the rest of the sampling
period. The highest chlorophyll a readings were obtained on the last cruise
in November, indicating that the entire seasonal cycle was not sampled.
High concentrations of cthrophyll a continued to be found at Rochester,
Oswego, Black River, and at the mouth of the Niagara. High chlorophyll a
values in the Toronto area occurred only in the last cruise (see Nearshore
discussion).
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 TABLE 2.5.1
WATER QUALITY TRENDS IN LAKE ONTARIO
     
SOUTH PEEL KINGSTON BROCKVILLE
TotaI 1976 0.050 0.037 0.034
Phosphorus 1977 0.049 0.027 0.041
mg/L 1978 0.034 0.024 0.025
ChIoride 1976 32.0 30.5 31.0
mg/L 1977 30.4 30.4 30.2
1978 30.2 27.7 27.9
Conductivity 1976 347 326 325
us/cm 1977 347 324 320
1978 334 327 324
DissoIved 1976 0.50 0.76 0.65
Reactive 1977 0.23 0.46 0.28
SiIicate 1978 0.76 0.26 0.19
mg/L
ChIorophyII §_ 1976 4.0 - -
ug/
L
197
7
3.2
2.8
1 7
1978 2.3 1.7 1.9
TABLE 2.5.2
CHLOROPHYLL g (CORRECTED FOR PHEOPIGMENTS) MEAN.
STANDARD DEVIATION, AND NUMBER OF SAMPLES TAKEN
FOR EACH SURVEILLANCE CRUISE, LAKE ONTARIO. 1978
 
   
STANDARD NUMBER OF
DATE MEAN DEVIATION SAMPLES TAKEN
Mar. 20-23 1.33 0.76 82
Apr. 10—14 2.33 1.24 92
May 8—12 3.00 2.07 93
June
5—9
4.1
1
2.3
5
90
JuI
y
4-8
4.9
9
1.81
94
Aug.
8-1
2
4.4
1
2.4
1
91
Sept
. 5
—8
4.8
2
2.5
1
92
Oct.
10—
13
4.7
5
1.8
4
94
Nov.
14-
17
5.3
9
1.3
8
89
 
   
   
Phosphorus loadings to Lake Ontario during 1978 were estimated to be 5,693
tonnes/yr (Table 2.5.3). Compared to 1976 and 1977 loadings of 7,082 tonnes/yr
and 6,187 tonnes/yr, there has been relatively little change in nutrient
loadings. The decreases in lakewide concentrations are, therefore, not a
direct response to remedial loading control programs.
2.5.2 CONTAMINANTS
FISH
Results of contaminants analysis for several species of fish collected in
Lake Ontario during 1978 are presented in Table 2.5.4. Mean concentrations of
DDT exceeded the Agreement objective of 1.0 ug/g in whole fish for lake
trout, rainbow trout, and coho salmon. The Agreement objective of 0.1 ug/g
for PCB residues in whole fish was exceeded in each of the five species
analyzed. Mean concentrations of mirex in smelt, lake trout, rainbow trout,
and coho salmon exceeded the Agreement objective of 0.1 ug/g in whole fish.
There has been essentially no change in residues of P085 or mirex since these
compounds were banned.
Contaminant residue levels in fish collected near Toronto Harbour are
discussed in Section 2.5.4 (Problem Areas).
WILDLIFE
Declines in residues of PCBs, DDE, HCB, and mirex are evident on both Lake
Ontario herring gull colonies monitored between 1974 to 1978 (Table 2.5.5).
Constant rates of decline were statistically valid for mirex and DDE over the
five-year period. The rate of decline for mirex is much faster than originally
considered possible by many experts. Since mirex loadings were limited largely
to one major source at Niagara with a secondary source at Oswego, this is
possibly an example of improvement in ecosystem quality due to contaminant
abatement. Other residues such as PCBs and HCB show similar trends.
Since 1974, the increase in reproductive success in herring gulls has
paralleled the decline in the major organochlorine residues and was measured
to be 1.2 in 1978.
2.5.3 ST. LAWRENCE RIVER
In 1977, six surveys were conducted between April and October to measure
the concentrations of nutrients, major ions, heavy metals, and organics in the
surface water of the International Section of the St. Lawrence River. The 74
sampling locations are shown in Figure 2.5.10. Major ions and metals were
measured on alternate surveys; persistent contaminants were measured twice at
12 selected stations.
There were no significant changes in the phosphorus levels between 1973
and 1977. Average phosphorus concentrations remained around .020 mg/L, approx-
imately .003 mg/L higher than the 1977 eastern Lake Ontario mean of .017 mg/L.
Total phosphorus concentrations downstream from Brockville to Cornwall
were generally higher than upstream values (Figure 2.5.10) . This pattern was
noted in each survey.
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 TABLE 2.5.3
SUMMARY OF 1978 ESTIMATED PHOSPHORUS LOADING DATA
TO LAKE ONTARIO
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Average total phosphorus concentrations in the river channel south of
Wolfe Island were in the range of .014 mg/L - .018 mg/L, whereas average
phosphorus concentrations in the channel north of Wolfe Island ranged from
.016 mg/L — .022 mg/L. The higher phosphorus concentrations in the North
Channel waters probably resulted from the input of the high nutrient water
from Bay of Quinte and the City of Kingston. Downstream from Brockville,
there is an increase in average total phosphorus concentration to about .025
mg/L. High concentration of phosphorus (.030 - .100 mg/L) were also detected
at the mouth of the Grass River (station 84) and the St. Regis River (station
77). The spatial distributions of soluble reactive orthophosphate and total
filtered phosphorus were similar to that for total phosphorus.
Phosphorus loadings to the International Section of the St. Lawrence River
were 383 tonnes/year as summarized in Table 2.5.6.
TABLE 2.5.6
SUMMARY OF 1978 ESTIMATED PHOSPHORUS LOADING DATA
TO THE INTERNATIONAL PORTION OF THE ST. LAWRENCE RIVER
(all values are in metric tonnes/year)
  
NEW YORK ONTARIO TOTALS
Direct Industrial Discharge O 26 26
Direct Municipal Discharge 23 122 146
Tributary:
Monitored 0 26 26
(standard error) . (2) (2)
Sub-Totals 23 174 198
Tributary:
Adjustment for Unmonitored .
Area United States 167, Canada 18 185
(standard error) (10) (1) (10)
TOTAL 383
   
Ammonia concentrations in the St. Lawrence in spring and fall averaged
.010 mg/L, while summer concentrations ranged between .026 - .040 mg/L.
Nitrate concentrations dropped from 0.250 mg/L in the spring to 0.060 mg/L in
the summer. Total Kjeldahl nitrogen, a rough measure of organic nitrogen,
fluctuated between .220 mg/L and .310 mg/L. All three fractions of nitrogen
showed identical spatial distributions parallel to those observed with total
phosphorus. As with total phosphorus, higher nitrogen concentration were
found north of Wolfe Island.
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Average specific conductance for the St. Lawrence River in 1977 was 315
microsiemens. Mean specific conductance during the period 1968 to 1973 varied
between 317 to 326 microsiemens indicating no significant change in dissolved
solids. Using a conversion factor of .65, the total dissolved solids in the
St. Lawrence River in 1977 was 204 mg/L, just exceeding the Agreement objec-
tive of 200 mg/L. There was no noticeable downstream trend in specific conduc-
tance, although some river stations located immediately downstream from
tributary stations registered a lower specific conductance due to dilution.
The chloride concentrations in the St. Lawrence River ranged from 25.8 to
28.1 mg/L. These readings compared well with values of 27.6 - 28.5 mg/L
reported in 1969 to 1973.
Most of the metal concentrations found in the St. Lawrence River were in
trace quantities and well below the new Agreement objectives for metals. The
spatial variations of zinc, iron, and aluminum are shown in Figure 2.5.11.
One common feature of the variations is the high concentration of metals found
downstream of Cornwall by the Grass River, the Raquette River, and the St.
Regis River.
The average aluminum concentration found downstream from the
Grass River (station 84) was .090 mg/L, about three times higher than the up-
stream background concentration. The maximum aluminum concentration detected
was 0.200 mg/L at the mouth of the Grass River.
Spatial distribution of iron
was almost identical to that of aluminum.
Average iron concentration down-
stream from the Grass River was about .160 mg/L, while the background concen—
tration was about .060 mg/L.
Concentrations of .400 to .440 mg/L (exceeding
the objective of .300 mg/L) were recorded just downstream of the Grass River
and the Raquette River.
Although the concentration differences were smaller,
the high metal concentrations found at these river mouths suggest that these
rivers are sources of metal contamination.
Water samples were collected at 12 selected locations in June and August
for analysis of persistent organic contaminants. These included polychlorin-
ated biphenyls (PCBs), mirex, organochlorine pesticide residues, and some
chlorinated hydrocarbons. In all the tests, lindane and hexachlorocyclohexane
(«-BHC) were detected over the stretch of the river. The levels of BHC were
in the range of .003 - .008 ug/L.
Lindane concentrations ranged from .003 -
.007 ug/L (the Agreement recommended level for lindane in water is 0.010
ug/L). PCBs were detected only at the mouth of the Grass River (station 84)
at concentrations of 0.18 ug/L and 0.06 ug/L, and this are has been added to
the problem area list (Table 2.5.7).
2.5.4 PROBLEM AREAS
In 1977, six problem areas were identified in Lake Ontario.
During 1978,
two more problem areas were identified:
at Clarkson, Mississauga, and at the
confluence of the St. Lawrence River and the Grass River.
Problem areas are
summarized in Table 2.5.7.
The following is an update on the water quality at
Toronto Harbour.
TORONTO HARBOUR
Toronto Harbour has been a problem area with respect to bacteriological
contamination for many years.
Figure 2.5.12 compares total coliform distribu-
tion in Toronto for the two intensive cruise periods in 1978.
In late May
(dry weather conditions), most of the Toronto waters were within the Ontario
68
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' OBJECTIVE OR STANDARD
PROBLEM VIOLATED COMMENT ON
AREA 1978 WATER QUALITY AGREEMENT STATUS JURISDICTION SOURCE
Buffalo River Total Coliform (b, P) No status change reported - New York NYDEC, 1977
Annex 1, III see Appendix B, 1977 Water
Quality Board Report.
Fecal Coliform (b, P)
Annex 1, III
Upper Niagara Total Coliform (a, P) No status change reported - New York NYDEC, 1977
River Annex I, III see Appendix B, 1977 Hater
Quality Board Report.
Phenol (a, P)
(<1.o ug/L)
Lower Niagara Total Coliform (a, P) No status change reported - New York NYDEC, 1977
River Annex 1, III see Appendix B, 1977 Water
Quality Board Report.
Phenol (a, P)
(<1.0 ug/L)
Niagara River Total Coliform (a, P) No status change reported — New York NYDEC, 1977
to Eighteen Annex 1, III see Appendix B, 1977 Water
Mile Creek Quality Board Report.
Rochester Total Coliform (a, P.) No status change reported — New York NYDEC, 1977
Embayment Annex 1, III see Appendix B, 1977 Water
Quality Board Report.
Fecal Coliform (a, P)
Annex I, III ;
Oswego Harbour Chlorides (a, P) No status change reported - New York NYDEC, 1977
(<200 mg/L) see Appendix B, 1977 Hater
Quality Board Report.
Nitrates
Article III, (d)
Bay of Quinte Dissolved Oxygen (a, P) Ontario Environment
Adolphus Reach (>6 mg/L) Canada, 1978
Eutrophication (a, P)
Annex III
Toronto Harbour Fecal Coliform (a, P) Decreased bacteria levels Ontario MOE, 1978
Annex I, III and lower phosphorus
concentrations (see
Total Coliform Section 2.5.4) (this
Annex 1, III report).
Eutrophication
Annex III
Clarkson, Phenol (a, P) Phenol plume observed off Ontario MOE
Mississauga (<1.0 ug/L) refineries. No serious
taste or odour problems
noted at local water
intake.
Hamilton Harbour Dissolved Oxygen (a, P) Surveillance in 1978 found Ontario MOE, 1978
(>6.0 mg/L) anoxic conditions in the
hypolimnion.
Iron (a, P)
(<300 uglL)
Zinc (a, P)
(<30 ug/L)
Eutrophication (a, P)
Grass River PCBs PCB levels measured in June New York Environment
and August 1977 were 0.18 Canada
and 0.06 ug/L. Source
of contamination is being
investigated.
a = sampled in boundary waters P = violation with present discharge
b = sampled in tributary R = violation with remedial program ongoing
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MOE total coliform objective of 1000/100 mL, except for the mouth of the Don
River, the Ship Channel Turning Basin (receiving sewer overflows), and the
Main STP outfall area south of Ashbridges Bay. In early October (high rain-
fall conditions), however, total coliform densities were not in compliance in
most of the inner harbour (Figure 2.5.13), but fecal coliform levels were in
compliance throughout the study area.
Waterfront bacteriological monitoring, including recreational areas, is
carried out once weekly (May 24 to September 1) in Toronto by the City Public
Health Department. Although mean total and fecal coliform levels were general-
ly worse in 1977 than in the previous four to five years, an overall improve-
ment was evident in 1978. While all public swimming areas exhibited water
quality within provincial microbiological objectives, these objectives were
exceeded along the western waterfront near the Humber River mouth, near
Ontario Place, and in Ashbridges Bay.
Daily synoptic bacteriological data from three different areas of the
waterfront indicated an overall improvement in water quality from 1977 to 1978
for the period May 16 to August 16. Probability plots of total and fecal
coliform data for 1968, 1977, and 1978 for station 1364 in the inner harbour
(Figure 2.5.13) show a downward trend for fecal coliform counts which was
verified by multiple range comparison tests. Total coliform counts were less
in 1978, but the downward trend is not as significant as for fecal coliforms.
These trends are probably due to a combination of weather conditions (dry
summer in 1978) and remedial measures (new Island Park sewer system completed
in June 1978 and new Mid-Town Interceptor Sewer which began operation in the
spring of 1978).
Nutrient enrichment remains a problem in Toronto Harbour in 1978. Total
phosphorus distributions for the 1978 intensive cruises are shown in Figure
2.5.14. Major phosphorus sources are: Don River; Main STP outfall; major
storm sewer outfalls at Ashbridges Bay; and an apparent diffuse source in the
island lagoons. The potential phosphorus source in the island lagoons may
primarily be heavy boat traffic causing resuspension of enriched sediments.
Although no significant change is evident between 1976 and 1978 in total
phosphorus levels, a significant downward trend is shown in Table 2.5.8 for
daily synoptic data from station 1364 from 1968 to the 1976-78 time period.
This trend was verified by multiple range comparison tests and is probably due
primarily to the 1970 phosphorus ban and, in part, to recent remedial measures
discussed above.
      
TABLE 2.5.8
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s)
cont
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hree
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s.
PCTs
were
abse
nt
from Lake Ontario samples analysed intensively in previous years.
Octachlorostyrene and three isomers of heptachlorostyrene were also
prevalent in the Lake Erie samples. Since chlorinated styrenes have been
reported in biota from Lake St. Clair and Lake Ontario, methodology will be
deve
lope
d in
1979
to i
ncor
pora
te t
hese
resi
dues
as r
outi
ne m
onit
or p
aram
eter
s.
Comb
usti
on o
f po
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chlorostyrene which is not produced or marketed as any known product.
In 1977, chlorinated benzenes were identified as contaminants in Lake
Onta
rio
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ing
gull
s.
Thes
e co
mpou
nds
were
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ated
as r
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ne m
onit
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parameters in 1978 and are reported on for each lake.
Other residues that were identified in the intensive analysis of Lake
Ontario were absent from the Lake Erie samples. These include polynuclear
grom
atic
hydr
ocar
bons
and
tri-
and
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oroe
thyl
enes
abov
e 1
part
per
1 ion.
Chlorinated dibenzodioxins and chlorinated dibenzofurans were not
detected, (i.e. less than 10 parts per billion) from the Lake Erie samples.
Intensive analysis in 1979 will determine the presence or absence of these
compounds in the comprehensive multi-lake survey.
The observation of dioxin in fish from Saginaw Bay (0.01 to 1.0 ng/g) and
from Lake Ontario (0.004 to 0.005 ng/g) wil be confirmed in 1979, and an
assessment of the environmental implications of this compound will also be
performed.
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 [gum] DATA QUALITY ASSURANCE
The effectiveness of the International Great Lakes Water Quality Surveil-
lance Program depends on the successful integration of many complex activities
by the participating agencies. A fundamental and essential need within the
program is data quality assurance.
The Data Quality Work Group of the Surveillance Subcommitteewas formed to
develop and conduct a quality assurance program to ensure that the chemical
and physical data obtained for the Great Lakes International Surveillance
Program (GLISP) are sufficiently precise and accurate.
To meet its responsibilities, the Work Group first developed a Quality
Assurance Statement which describes the need to:
o conduct interlaboratory tests to determine if laboratories can get
comparable results on samples, and if such results are not obtained,
effect corrective action; .
0 define an acceptable minimum program for intralaboratory quality
control;
0 document and evaluate the suitability of various procedures used by
each laboratory; and
0 develop field sampling and sample handling protocols.
Since the Surveillance Subcommittee report of last year wherein the work
group briefly described its initial activities including summary findings
derived from its first large scale international interlaboratory study, much
has been accomplished. This chapter covers what has been done, including an
evaluation of the efforts to date, and describe what is yet to be done.
INTERLABORATORY ANALYTICAL PERFORMANCE STUDIES
The most efficient and effective way to determine if laboratories can
achieve comparable results is through interlaboratory studies.
The Work Group has conducted five such studies this year with natural and
spiked samples and one study usingreference ampuls.
The studies were:
nutrient reference standards - Ampul
trace metals, major ions, and nutrients - Study #21
major ions and nutrients - Study #22
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trace metals — Study #23
total phosphorus - Study #24
silica - Study #25
The following general procedures were used for these studies: The lab-
oratories to participate were identified based upon the kinds of analytical
data they would supply to the Surveillance Program. For each study, transmit-
tal letters were enclosed with the test samples. Also included were forms for
reporting results, tables listing the range of sample levels, special instruc-
tions and information on study sample preparation, and a methods questionnaire.
APROCEDURE USED FOR THE EVALUATION OF RESULTS
Results reported by a particular laboratory were only known by the Work
Group members and the individual laboratory. Results were evaluated for bias
by a modification of Youden's ranking procedure augmented by a system of flag-
ging individual errant results.
i) RANKING RESULTS
Results were ranked and ranks totalled for each laboratory's results on’a
specific characteristic. Totals which were unduly low or high were inter-
preted as an indication of biased results, that is, consistently high or
low analyses. Testing was done at an approximate a level of 0.05 so
there was about one chance in twenty that an unbiased set of results would
be deemed biased.
ii) FLAGGING RESULTS
The rationale underlying the classification of certain results as errant
was as follows: if several participating laboratories demonstrated the
ability to achieve a certain level of performance, then all participating
laboratories should have been able to achieve that performance level, and
results that are outside the achievable level of performance were judged
errant.
Specifically, the median of all reported values on a sample was used as a
target value, and a basic acceptable difference from the target value was
determined from the performance of the participating laboratories. The
basic acceptable difference was increased for samples of higher concen-
trations. Reported values which were further than the acceptable dif-
ference from the target value were flagged, and doubly flagged if they
were more than one and a half times the acceptable difference from the
target value.
Each laboratory received an individual report on its performance. The
report consisted of suggestions for areas of improvements, a list of all
data and their ranks, individual flags, overall study conclusions, and
information on study sample preparation (not in all cases).
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DESCRIPTION OF STUDIES AND RESULTS
TRACE METALS, MAJOR IONS, AND NUTRIENTS — STUDY #21
January; 21 Laboratories Participated
Study #21 included a set of six natural water samples and two ampul
concentrates (to be diluted by the laboratory) for the following metals:
aluminum, cadmium, cobalt, chromium, copper, iron, manganese, molybdenum,
nickel, lead, vandium and zinc. Two water samples and four ampul concentrates
were distributed for total nitrogen, total Kjeldahl nitrogen, nitrate plus
nitrite, phosphorus, and silica. In addition, another set of two ampuls was
sent out for organic carbon. Six additional samples of natural (stabilized)
lake water for chloride, sulfate and reactive silicates, were also distributed.
Findings:
METALS
It was concluded that open lake and nearshore laboratories must report all
data to the nearest pg/L for copper, iron, nickel, lead, and zinc. Although
many laboratories reported "less than" values especially for zinc and iron,
these metals were probably present above 1.0 ug/L. However, the laboratory
environment or sample inhomogeneity may have caused unreliable data through
imprecision, undetected blanks, or contamination. Copper, lead, and nickel
were reliably reported.
MAJOR IONS AND pH
It appeared that most laboratories could analyze sulfate to be nearest 0.5
mg/L in the 0 to 30 mg/L range. This was judged as adequate for the Surveil-
lance Program, but all laboratories were encouraged to analyze to that concen-
tration or better.
No problems were found in chloride measurements except when a specific ion
electrode probe was used. Laboratories were encouraged to discontinue the use
of this probe for measuring chloride in open lake waters.
Agreement was not reached on pH or specific conductance.
NUTRIENTS
Silica results were quite scattered, and several laboratories used methods
incorrectly or-used inappropriate methods. Since an insufficient number of
samples (four per set) was supplied for nitrate nitrogen, total nitrogen,
carbon, and total Kjeldahl nitrogen, little could be concluded by the ranking
procedure. However, most laboratories reported scattered results for nitrate,
carbon, and total nitrogen, and demonstrated difficulty in measuring total
Kjeldahl nitrogen below 0.3 mg/L.
To eliminate confusion over the meaning of "less than" values that were
.reported by laboratories, two new terms were introduced. For future studies,
analysts were instructed to use the codes "W" and "T" rather than "less than"
values. The "W" code was used with a reported result when no measurement was
possible due to no response of the instrument to the sample. The "W" is
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 preceded by the smallest determinative division that can be used in the units
used in reporting. The "T" code was used for results with values between the
criterion of detection and the “W” value. The criterion of detection is
basically the limit of detection.
The advantage of using "W" and "T" codes, aside from removing ambiguity on
a "less than" result, allowed the result to be used for ranking purposes, and
also provided an extremely efficient way to obtain information on how sensi-
tive a method was, or how themethod was being applied.
MAJOR IONS AND NUTRIENTS - STUDY #22
May; 21 Laboratories Participated
Six natural water samples and two suitably spiked distilled water samples
were distributed. The natural waters were mixtures of Lake Ontario tap water
and Hamilton Harbour water. The following analyses were conducted on the
samples: calcium, magnesium, sodium, potassium, chloride, sulfate, pH,
alkalinity, and hardness; and the nutrients: reactive silicate, total phos-
phorus, nitrate plus nitrite, and total Kjeldahl nitrogen.
Findings:
MAJOR IONS AND pH
The majority of the laboratories demonstrated adequate competency for
analysing the major ions: calcium, magnesium, sodium, potassium, and
chloride. Some difficulties were encountered in agreeing on alkalinity and
sulfate concentrations. Agreement was not reached on pH and specific conduc-
tance values.
NUTRIENTS
Some laboratories reported reactive silicate in units as SiOz rather than
Si. After contacting the laboratories that consistently reported high, the
work group adjusted the appropriate results by the conversion factor, and
stressed that such reporting errors, although "simple mistakes", are of
crucial importance and must be avoided. After the adjustments were made, it
was still apparent that many laboratories had experienced difficulty with this
constituent. The difficulty of some laboratories may be explained by the
concentration range of the samples, since medians ranged from 0.017 to 0.61 mg
Si/L.
The concentrations of total phosphorus in the samples were too low for
most laboratories to provide useful information on overall laboratory per-
formance. However, two laboratories clearly had difficulties, reporting very
high results.
The work group committed itself to distributing samples with
more appropriate phosphorus concentrations in future studies to allow assess-
ment of laboratories analysing nearshore and tributary samples.
Even though the criteria used for flagging were quite generous for total
Kjeldahl nitrogen, many laboratories had considerable difficulty with this
analysis at concentrations found in nearshore and open lake waters.
The work
group urged those laboratories reporting poor data to seek improvements, and
suggested referral to other laboratories who demonstrated adequacy in Kjeldahl
nitrogen measurements.
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TRACE METALS — STUDY #23
 
June; 16 Laboratories Participated
Seven samples of distilled and natural water spiked with one or more of
the following were distributed to each participant: aluminum, cadmium,
cobalt, chromium, copper, iron, manganese, molybdenum, nickel, lead, vanadium,
and zinc. Some metals were at concentrations much higher than nearshore and
open lake levels. However, zinc, copper, iron, and manganese were at levels
similar to nearshore concentrations.
Findings:
The majority of laboratories performed adequately for most metals.
Almost all laboratories demonstrated a high degree of competency for
cadmium, cobalt, and nickel analyses. Cobalt and nickel were rather well
done. These findings, although encouraging, were not surprising since the
test sample levels were generally high and were in distilled rather than
natural waters.
The samples were particularly troublesome for aluminum analyses. Five of
the seven samples were not spiked and, therefore, presented detection problems
for this refractory constituent. Such low samples did not contribute much to
the study other than demonstrate they are difficult to analyse by the current
"state of the art."
Many laboratories experienced difficulty with iron analyses. The probable
cause is poor laboratory housekeeping. Since iron rust is ubiquitous, it can
easily contaminate samples in the 0.0 to 50 ug/L range.
TOTAL PHOSPHORUS AND REACTIVE SILICATE IN WATER - STUDIES #24 AND #25
September; 16 Laboratories Participated
Fourteen samples were prepared for these studies. They were comprised of
rain water, natural waters from Lakes Superior, Erie, and Ontario, selected
nearshore waters, a distilled water blank, and spiked distilled water. The
concentration levels for total phosphorus ranged from 0.0 to 100 pg/L and
for silicon the range was from 0.0 to 2 mg/L.
Findings:
Improvements relative to Studies #21 and 22 were noted in the overall
performance by laboratories for reactive silicate and total phosphorus
measurements. Some laboratories failed to report results within the cap-
ability of the method, apparently an arbitrary decision.
Data ranking indicated that three laboratories' results were biased for
silicon.
Most laboratories were able to analyse for phosphorus adequately. Three
laboratories' results were deemed biased and three laboratories produced
erratic results. However, the principal laboratories contributing data to
open lake and nearshore surveillance information were in agreement.
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 AMPUL - NUTRIENT REFERENCE SAMPLES
The work group distributed ampul concentrates to be diluted and used as
check reference samples to help ship laboratories as they initiated a cruise.
No restrictions were placed on who could receive the ampuls among the Great
Lakes laboratories and several hundred ampuls were distributed.
The ampuls contained nitrate nitrogen, organic carbon and reactive phos-
phorus. Participants within the program were requested to report their
results. Some possible problems with methods, especially blanks, were'
identified by the work group through this process, but the results served
primarily as an internal check for the individual laboratory in its day to day
toperations.
FIELD SAMPLING AND SAMPLE HANDLING PROTOCOLS
The Work Group and the Surveillance Subcommittee Lake Erie Work Group have
been assembling, documenting, and assessing field procedures for sampling and
sample handling. A demonstration sampling cruise and a meeting was held aboard
the Canadian ship LIMNOS on Lake Ontario. At that meeting, participants
described their procedures for ship positioning; sample collection, handling,
preservation, and storage; and the analytical methods used and quality control
applied. Agreement was reached to use the selected best ways to position a
ship and to obtain a sample. Different levels of efforts were noted for
quality control, and several techniques for sample preservation were advanced.
The Surveillance Subcommitteeis producing a field procedures manual which
includes methods on ship positioning, sample collection and preservation, and
instrument calibration.
CRITIQUE ON THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE DATA QUALITY ASSURANCE
PROGRAM AND FUTURE PLANS
Responses from analytical chemists relative to the timing of interlab-
oratory studies and their design indicated that several changes might be
instituted. The suggestions identified a need to:
0 work more closely with the chemists;
0 provide a glossary of terms used for evaluations;
0 design sample study levels to include the higher constituent levels
encountered in nearshore and tributary analyses;
0 develop more information on study sample sources and results; and
0 give more timely results on studies and provide more methods
information.
To address these suggestions, the Work Group has:
0 developed figures and tables on each sample to show individual
performance by laboratories relative to median values;
0 improved study designto provide samples similar to open lake,
nearshore, and tributary water constituent levels;
0 distributed a glossary of terms used in its reports; and
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o expanded the informational aspects of its reports.
The Work Group plans several studies this coming year, at least one each
for metals, nutrients, major ions, PCBs, and pesticides in water. Tests for
PCBs, pesticides, and metals in sediments and in fish are also planned. One
such study among three laboratories on chlorinated hydrocarbon pesticides and
PCBs in fish has already been initiated. Results of this and the other future
studies will be reported next year.
The Work Group believes that too little information is now available on
the accuracy of municipal sewage treatment plant phosphorus analyses and the
corresponding loadings from these plants. A program to develop this
information is now underway.
As mentioned earlier, much yet needs to be done to ensure that data gen-
erated in support of the Surveillance Program are of adequate quality. During
this coming year, the Work Group plans to:
0 define an acceptable minimum program for intralaboratory quality
control;
0 determine on a continuous basis the suitability of various procedures
used by each laboratory; and
o expand the protocols for field sampling and sample handling.
85
 
  
 @
D
m
]
A
T
M
O
S
P
H
E
R
I
C
I
N
P
U
T
S
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Prior to 1969, the atmosphere had not been considered as an important
pathway for loading of materials to the Great Lakes.
During the 1969 through
1975
period,
several
preliminary
studies
were
completed
which
indicated
that
significant
amounts
of materials
were
deposited
on
the
lake
surfaces
by the
various
atmospheric
mechanisms
so
that
this
pathway
could
not
be neglected
in
producing
materials
budgets
for
the
lakes.
Winchester
and
Nifong
(1971)
concluded
that
the
atmosphere
was
a major
source
of zinc
to
Lake Michigan.
Shiomi
and Kuntz
(1973)
showed
that
lead
and nickel,
in
addition
to
zinc,
were
deposited
in
Lake
Ontario
in
amounts
of
36,
11,
and
58
percent
of
the
Niagara
River
contribution.
They
indicated
that
nutrients
were
also
deposited
in
significant
amounts
and
in
concentrations
greater
than
those
of
Lake
Ontario
waters.
In
1973,
the
International
Joint
Commission
Upper
Lakes
Reference
included
requirements
for
estimation
of
atmospheric
loadings.
A network
of
samplers
was
installed
and about two years of observations were obtained.
These data
were
used
to
estimate
the
atmospheric
contribution
to
the materials
budgets
of
Lakes
Superior
and
Huron
and
indicated
that
greater
than
50
percent
of
the
nitrogen
and
about
20 percent
of the
phosphorus
budget
of Lake
Superior
had
an
atmospheric
pathway.
This
work
was
extended
under
the
Pollution
from
Land
Use
Activities
Reference
Group
(PLUARG)
with
some
additional
sampling
networks
being
established
with
the
objective
of
extending
the
deposition
estimates
to
the
terrestrial
portions
of
the
Great
Lakes
Basin.
As
part
of
the
PLUARG
Task
C,
a
compilation
and
synthesis
of
existing
information
was
carried
out
and
a
composite,
"best
estimate“
of
the
atmospheric
deposition
to
each
of
the
Great
Lakes,
was
prepared.
These
estimates
are
included
in
Table
5.0.1.
The
estimates
for
phosphorus
loading
differ
somewhat
from
those
presented
in
the
reports
of
the
Surveillance
Subcommittee
because
of
differing
data
bases
and
somewhat
different
methods
for
data
summary.
The
differences
are
considered
to be within the error estimate.
’As
a
portion
of
both
the
Upper
Lakes
and
PLUARG
References,
a preliminary
effort
to
model
the
transport
and
deposition
of
airborne
materials
was
conduc-
ted.
If
successful,
this
approach
will
offer
the
opportunity
to
associate
air
pollution
source
regions
with
receptor
deposition.
An
example
of the
estimated
source
region
contribution
of
$04
to
Lakes
Superior
and
Huron
is
shown
in
Table
5.0.2
(Acres,
1975).
While
these
results
are
preliminary,
the
relative
importance
of
source
emissions
combined
with
the
prevailing
meteorological
factors
can
easily
be
seen.
Identification
of
organic
contamination
of
Great
Lakes
biota
has
raised
concern
for
the
pathways
of
these
materials
to
the
lakes
and
of the
contributions
of
the
atmospheric
pathways.
Preliminary
measurements
made
by
Strachan
et
al
(1978)
and
Murphy
(1977)
verified
the
presence
of a range
of organochlorines
in
precipitation.
These
data
indicated
a
large
difference
between
the
reults
of
Strachan
and
Murphy.
The
range
of
indicated
deposition
was,
therefore,
utilized
for
the
PCB
loading
estimate
of
87
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TabTe 5.0.1. More recent studies by HoTTod (1979) on PCB deposition on Lake
Superior indicate that the actuaT deposition may be nearer the upper Timit of
the estimate.
IMPLICATIONS OF ATMOSPHERIC DEPOSITION TO THE GREAT LAKES BASIN
The estimates of atmospheric deposition cited above are based aTmost
entireTy upon "buTk" precipitation sampTe coTTectors. This technique of
sampTe coTTection is known to give cause for concern for the vaTidity of
resuTts, a factor which wiTT be addressed Tater. Certain impTications can be
drawn from the present data in reTation to the Great Lakes chemicaT budgets
and that of the basin.
It is cTear that the nutrient budgets of the Upper Lakes must consider the
atmospheric Toading term. WhiTe the percentage contribution to the Lower
Lakes is smaTTer, the infTuence on bioTogicaT production may be in a greater
proportion. The avaiTabiTity of the nutrients from Take surface precipitation
to the photic zone of the Take is immediate and, for the Upper Lakes, at a
concentration higher than that of the epiTimnion waters. Thus, the atmos-
pheric deposition may support the open Take production in a higher proportion
than an equivaTent point source shoreTine Toading.
The deposition of metaTs, most significantTy Tead, contributes a Targe
portion of the Toading to aTT of the Takes. It is shown in the PLUARG (1978)
report that the nonpoint sources of Tead dominate the Toading, the atmosphere
being the chief pathway.
Other metaTs are deposited in Tesser proportions.
The deposition of synthetic contaminants such as PCBs has been shown to be
sufficient to account for the TeveTs contained in the Take (Strachan et aT,
1978; HoTTod, 1979). These estimates are based upon very preTiminary observa—
tions and it is uncertain that there is not aTso an upward Toss of PCBs and
simiTar materiaTs from the Take surface. OnTy the downward fTux has been
estimated.
The major ion content of precipitation has been modified from the naturaT
state by Targe atmospheric Toads of the OXTdES‘Of squur and nitrogen. When
hydroTized, these resuTt in the acid precipitation occurrence prevaTent over
northeastern United States and eastern Canada. Hydrogen ion concentrations 50
to 100 times the normaT vaTues for precipitation are observed over the Great
Lakes Basin (DiTTion et aT, 1977). As discussed in the PLUARG (1978) report,
waters of the Great Lakes have substantiaT buffering reserve and even if
repTenishment of this buffering were Tost, changes in Take acidity woqu not
occur for centuries. However, the soft-water tributary Takes and streams of
the Canadian basin of Lakes Superior and Huron are very poorTy buffered and
many have aTready become acidic with the resuTting damage or Toss of the fish
habitat (Beamish and Harvey, 1972).
A direct effect on Great Lakes fisheries
may be expected as the acidification affects the tributary and embayment
spawning habitats.
Episodes of high acidity have been documented (Kramer,
1977) during the spring snowmeTt period which may be criticaT to fish survivaT.
Thompson (1979) has examined the infTuences of acidic precipitation on the
cation Teaching from the Lake Superior basin and the subsequent modifications
of stream chemistry.
It is estimated that the eXcess acidity of precipitation '
to the basin is responsibTe for about 17 percent of the cation content of the
90
 tributary flow as well as 70 percent of the sulfate and 50 percent of the
chloride.
The cation leaching from the basin may eventually result
in a
deficiency of the calcium and magnesium and mobilization of the less desirable
aluminum (Driscall, 1978).
Thus, while the anomalous ion content of the
precipitation does not seriously influence the Great Lakes proper, influences
in the basin may be serious
in the poorly buffered
regions.
ATMOSPHERIC LOADING PROGRAM
Atmospheric pollutants are transported as gases, aerosols, and partic-
ulates.
To some degree, all three phases are scavanged by the precipitation
processes and deposited as contaminated precipitation.
The gaseous material
is diffused to the surface and absorbed at rates dependent upon the surface
characteristics.
The particulate material is deposited under gravitational
influences between precipitation events.
Thus,
an accurate measure of atmos-
pheric deposition must
include all three components.
The "bulk" precipitation
collectors employed
in the program described
above are open to the atmosphere continuously during the exposure period.
The
intent
is to collect precipitation, dry particulates,
and gases that diffuse
to the collector orifice.
In practice, the collection efficiency of the
sampler differs from natural
surfaces,
such as water,
and the sample is
subject to severe contamination from local
sources.
"Bulk" samplers have been
subject to extensive evaluation by Galloway and Likens
(1976) and by Berry,
Whelpdale,
and Weibe
(1975).
These studies
have shown,
quite conclusively,
that a number of factors can.render the bulk sample erroneous
in terms of the
desired measure of deposition.
Granat
(1976)
has, however,
demonstrated that
meaningful measurements can be obtained from bulk samplers if carefully sited
and the data carefully interpreted.
The Great Lakes atmospheric deposition program was initiated in 1976
following completion of the PLUARG study.
The desire to obtain a measure of
"total" deposition was recognized.
At the same time, the evidence of sample
contamination from local sources was evident as discussed in the report on
Atmospheric Loading of the Great Lakes (Acres, 1975).
A decision was made to
convert the Canadian network to automatic wet-dry samplers with a recognition
that this approach should achieve a valid measure of precipitation deposition
and an unevaluated measure of deposition of dry material.
This action also
brings the Great Lakes network into conformity between the Canadian Network
for Sampling Atmospheric Precipitation (CANSAP) and the National Atmospheric
Deposition Program (NADP) in the United States (Gibson).
Studies have been conducted that measure the wet and dry deposition as
separate components.
Delumyea and Petel (1977) concluded that bulk deposition
of total phosphorus (6.5 ng/cmZ/day) is significantly greater than the sum of
the wet (2.2 ng/cmz/day) and dry (1.7 ng/cmZ/day) as measured over southern
Lake HurOn.
Sievering (1978) reports extensive measurements of the dry
deposition to Lake Michigan
and indicate that lead and zinc
loadings are
predominantly contained in the dry component.
Other chemical parameters are
contained in various proportions in dry and wet deposition with phosphorus
being about 80 percent contained in the wet component.
These studies establish clearly that for all materials, the dry deposition
component cannot be neglected as a contributor to the atmospheric deposition.
It is also well documented that the "bulk" sampler does not obtain an unbiased
91
  
  
    
sample of the "total" deposition under many circumstances, and that very
important local contamination creates difficulty in interpretation of such
samples. There are no samplers that can measure accurately the total atmos-
pheric deposition. The viable solution for the present is to measure the wet
deposition by a network of automatic samplers and to estimate the dry deposi-
tion through application of deposition models. The latter requires additional
measurements of atmospheric particulate concentrations and further research
related to deposition models. In order to provide for a transition from the
"bulk" data on which past deposition estimates have been based, several "bulk"
samplers should be continued for a number of years in conjunction with the
automatic wet samplers. This overlap of records may produce a statistical
evaluation of the "bulk" records from past years or a random variance may be
observed.
Two years of record are now available from the wet-dry sampler network for
Canadian stations. -While this record may be biased by lack of any United
States data, a summary should be completed in combination with an effort to
model the dry deposition. The results of this effort could then be used to
assess the confidence in the present estimates of atmospheric deposition
contained in Table 5.0.1.
 @D@PLANNED 1979 SURVEILLANCE ACTIVITIES
The
over
all
rati
onal
e of
the
Grea
t La
kes
Inte
rnat
iona
l S
urve
illa
nce
Plan
(GLI
SP)
was
firs
t pr
esen
ted
by t
he W
ater
Qual
ity
Boar
d to
the
Inte
rnat
iona
l
Join
t Co
mmis
sion
in i
ts 1
974
Annu
al
Repo
rt.
As a
work
ing
docu
ment
, t
he P
lan
has been undergoing continual development and review to meet the original
objective of providing the jurisdictions with a coordinated program for
determining water quality conditions, assessing the effectiveness of
impl
emen
ted
poll
utio
n a
bate
ment
meas
ures
, a
nd c
ompa
ring
wate
r qu
alit
y wi
th
Agreement objectives. The approach was to develop this Plan on a lake-by-lake
basi
s co
mmen
cing
with
a de
tail
ed s
urve
illa
nce
plan
for
Lake
Erie
.
The
form
at
used in developing these individual lake plans was to design a series of plan
comp
onen
ts
(e.g
. t
ribu
tary
moni
tori
ng,
wild
life
cont
amin
ants
, pr
oble
m ar
ea
asse
ssme
nt,
etc.
) wh
ich
woul
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lly
addr
ess
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ut,
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t of
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ncer
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each
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and
the
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n e
cosy
stem
.
To d
ate,
with
the
exce
ptio
n of
Lake
Erie
, th
e i
ndiv
idua
l l
ake
plan
s of
the
over
all
GLIS
P ha
ve n
ot b
een
com-
plet
ed.
Comp
lete
docu
ment
atio
n of
the
GLIS
P is
now
in p
repa
rati
on
and
will
be
published in 1979.
In 1978, the first year of a two—year intensive surveillance effort on
Lake
Erie
was
impl
emen
ted
in a
ccor
danc
e wi
th t
he n
ine-
year
cycl
e of
the
GLIS
P.
Simi
lar
prog
rams
will
cont
inue
in 1
979
on L
ake
Erie
with
some
mino
r mo
difi
ca-
tions. These include:
1.
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ent
ati
on
of
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nce
pro
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2.
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ll
an
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e
Ca
na
di
an
ne
ar
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or
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and
3.
ev
en
t
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mp
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ng
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ed
tr
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ut
ar
ie
s
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th
e
La
ke
Er
ie
Ba
si
n
in_
re
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s
of
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Reference Group (PLUARG).
Tab
le
6.0
.1
ind
ica
tes
tha
t
the
imp
lem
ent
ati
on
cps
ts
for
sur
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lla
nce
ac
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rd
in
g
to
th
e
GL
IS
P
re
ma
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ed
es
se
nt
ia
ll
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th
e
sa
me
be
tw
ee
n
19
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and
197
9.
Ta
bl
e
6.
0.
2
su
mm
ar
iz
es
all
su
rv
ei
ll
an
ce
ac
ti
vi
ti
es
in
19
79
in
cl
ud
ed
in
th
e
costs outlined in Table 6.0.1.
IMPLICATIONS OF THE 1978 WATER QUALITY AGREEMENT
Ann
ex
11
of
the
197
8
Gre
at
Lak
es
Wat
er
Qua
lit
y
Agr
eem
ent
cha
rge
d
sur
vei
l—
lan
ce
wit
h:-
'
(a) Compliance assessment;
(b)
Ass
ess
men
t
of
wat
er
qua
lit
y w
ith
reg
ard
to
the
gen
era
l
and
specific objectives of the new Agreement;
(c) Evaluation of water quality trends, and;
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TABLE 5.0.1
GREAT LAKES SURVEILLANCE COSTS*
(Comparison of 1978 and 1979 Expenditures by Jurisdictions)
    
THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS
JURISDICTIONS 1978 1979
U.S. EPA 3,560.0 3,376.
U.S. F&WS 160.0 160.
CANADA 2,671.0 2,447.8
ONTARIO 2,045.0 2,590.0
MINNESOTA 11.0 25.0
WISCONSIN 84.0 87.1
INDIANA 200.0 200.0
MICHIGAN , 485.0 564.1
OHIO 80.0 80.
PENNSYLVANIA 29.0 31.
NEW YORK 130.0 250.0
TOTAL
9,455.0
9,811.0
  
*These
costs
are
those
associated
with
GLISP
and
do
not
necessariiy
represent aTT cost expended by jurisdictions for environmenta]
studies in the Basin.
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Nov
emb
er
cove
rin
g 9
4
sta
tio
ns/
cru
ise
for
phy
sic
al.
che
mic
al,
bio
log
ica
l.
and
rad
iol
ogi
cal
par
amv
tor
s.
Rou
tin
e s
urv
eil
lan
ce
of
the
St.
Law
ren
ce
and
Nia
gar
a R
ive
r i
ncl
udi
ng
use
of cont
inued m
onitori
ng tech
niques.
Mea
sur
eme
nt
of
atm
osp
her
ic
loa
din
g (
Wet
and
dry
dep
osi
tio
n)
At
{ou
r I
uta
tio
ns
on
the
Can
adi
an
sho
rel
ine
of
the
lak
e f
or
nut
rie
nts
.
maj
or
ion
s,
and
met
als
.
Col
lec
tio
ns
of
fish
and
othe
r a
qua
tic
bio
ta
for
the
ana
lyse
s o
f m
etal
s a
nd
org
ani
c c
ont
ami
nan
ts
at
fiv
e s
tat
ion
s
in
the
ope
n
lak
e (
in
coo
per
ati
on
wit
h
UMN
R).
Ass
ess
men
t o
f b
ree
din
g b
iol
ogy
of
two
her
rin
g g
ull
col
oni
es
on
the
laku
and
det
erm
ina
tio
n o
f t
he
con
cen
tra
tio
ns
of
12
com
mon
0C
com
pou
nds
, m
erc
ury
,
and
ars
eni
c.
Cru
ise
s c
ove
rin
g t
he
wes
ter
n L
ake
Ont
ari
o f
rom
Osh
awa
to
the
Niag
ara
Rive
r
for ch
emical
, phys
ical,
and bi
ologic
al pa
ramete
rs.
Wee
kly
sam
ple
s
fro
m w
ate
r
int
ake
s a
lon
g
the
Can
adi
an
sho
rel
ine
tor
chu
n
‘al
and
biologica
l paramet
ers.
 
Surveys of problem areas.
Rout
ine
moni
tori
ng o
f t
ribu
tari
es
to L
ake
Onta
rio.
Col
lec
tio
n o
f f
ish
for
ana
lys
es
of
met
als
and
org
ani
c c
ont
ami
nan
ts
dt
svl
vct
vd
nea
rsh
ore
sit
es
alo
ng
the
Can
adi
an
sho
rel
ine
(in
coo
pcr
ati
on
wit
h O
MNR
).
Mon
thl
y c
hem
ica
l.
phy
sic
al,
and
bac
ter
iol
ogi
cal
sam
pli
ng
of
the
Nia
gar
a R
inr
(6 s
tati
ons)
and
St.
Lawr
ence
Rive
r (1
stat
ion)
.
Mon
thl
y
sam
pli
ng
of
10
maj
or
tri
but
ari
es
to
Lak
e
Ont
ari
o f
or
sim
ila
r p
drd
mut
crs
.
Col
lec
tio
n a
nd
ana
lys
is
of
var
iou
s
fis
h s
pec
ies
to
det
erm
ine
tre
nds
in
mir
ex.
oth
er
org
ano
chl
ori
nes
and
hea
vy
met
als
in
nea
rsh
ore
are
as
and
tri
but
ari
es
of
Lake Onta
rio and S
t. Lawren
ce River.
Mon
thl
y s
amp
les
at
wat
er
int
aﬁe
s
alo
ng
the
U.$
. s
hor
eli
ne
of
the
lak
e.
Coll
ecti
ons
of f
ish
samp
les
for
cont
amin
ants
anal
ysis
at t
wo s
tati
ons.
TOT
AL
FOR
LAK
E O
NTA
RlO
 
2028.1
146
8.
19
2.
3
26
.7
37
15
.
‘
 
 Table 6.0.2 continued
 
PROGRA
M COST
LAKE AGENCY PROGRAM DESCRIPTION (SK)
2. ERIE DFE
(i) Measurement of radiolo
gical parameters.
(ii) Collection of fish and other aquatic biota for analyses of metals and organic
contaminants at five stations in the open lake (in cooperation with OHNR). 236.2
(iii) Assessment of breeding biology of 6 herring gull colonies on the lake and intensive
analysis of toxic compounds, mercury, and arsenic.
(iv) Measurement of atmosp
heric loadings (wet and dr
y deposition) at 2 locatio
ns on
Lake Erie shoreline for same parameters as listed for Lake Ontario.
 
HOE (i) Th
ree cruises covering 100 s
tations/cruise in the Cana
dian portion of the wester
n
basin of Lake Erie between Pt. Pelee and the Detroit River for chemical. physical.
and biological
parameters.
(ii) Routine survey of problem area.
(iii) Weekly samples from water intakes on the Canadian shoreline for chemical and
biological parameters.
(iv) Routine monitoring of tributaries to Lake Erie.
(v) Collections of fish fo
r metals and organic conta
minants at selected sites
along
the Canadian shoreline (in cooperation with OMNR).
(vi) Three cruiSes (SO stations/cruise) covering transects on the Detroit River. 838.9
NYSDEC (i) Monthly chemical. physical, and bacteriological sampling at water intakes along
the New York portion of the Lake Erie shoreline.
57.7
9
6
U.S. EPA (i) Open lake sampling (12 cruises) for physical, chemical
(Reg
ion
V,
Chicago) (ii) Nearshore surveillance conducted under contract to:
(a) State University of N.Y. at Buffalo: 12 cruises (78 stations) covering the 3376.
area from Buffalo to Conneaut.
(b) Heidelberg University:
12 cruises (91 stations) c
overing the area from
Ashtabula
to Vermill
ion.
(c) Ohio State University:
12 cruises (77 stations) c
overing the area from Huro
n
to the De
troit Riv
er.
and biological
parameters.
v
(iii) Measurement of atmospheric loadings (wet and dry) at four sites on Lake Erie shoreline
for nutrients. major ions, organics. and metal (costs include enhanced tributary study
for PLUARG on
Great Lakes).
PDER/ECDH (i) Three cruises (9 stations/cruise) in nearshore Pennsylvania waters (x25 w) of Lake Erie
for chemical, physical. and biological parameters. 31.
OEPA (i) Regular sampling of 13 tributaries for physical and chemical parameters including
metals an
d toxic s
ubstances.
80_0
(ii) Regular sampling of 5 water intakes for physical, chemical, and biological parameters
including metalsand toxic substances.
MDNR (i) Sixteen cruises (56 stations) along transects in the Detroit River for physical.
chemical, and biological parameters.
(ii) Collection of samples at water intakes and tributaries for chemical. physical, and
biological parameters.
234,7
U.S. FHS (i) Collection of fish for metals and organics analyses at 2 stations in the main portion
of Lake Erie plus one station in Lake St. Clair.
39.9
 
TOTAL FOR LAKE ERIE 4894_a
     
 Table 6.0
.2 contin
ued
LAKE AGENCY
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
PROGRA
M COST
(SK)
3. HURON DFE
U.S. FHS
MDNR
4. SUPERIOR DFE
9
7
HTCA
WDNR
U.S. PH!
   
(i)
(it)
(i)
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(i)
(ii)
(i)
(ii)
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(i)
(ii)
(i)
(11)
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(1)
Measurement o
f atmospheric
loadings (wet
and dry deposi
tion) at two
locations on
the lake for same parameters as Lake Ontario.
Assessment of
breeding biolo
gy of two her
ring gull col
onies on the
lake and deter
—
mination of t
he concentrat
ions of 12 co
mmon 0C compo
unds, mercury
, and arsenic
.
Two stations sampled in ma
in lake for fish metal and
organic contents.
Routine surveillance of St. Clair River.
Routine monitoring of the tributaries to Lake Huron.
Surveys of problem areas (Table 2.2-15).
Sampling of wa
ter intakes a
nd tributaries
for physical,
chemical, and
biological
parameters.
Collections o
f fish on Lak
es Huron and
St. Clair for
contaminants
analyses (part
of
GLECS program in cooperation with MDA and MDPH).
TOTAL FOR
LAKE HURO
N
Measurement o
f atmospheric
loadings (wet
and dry deposi
tion) at two
locations on
the
lake for same parameters as listed for Lake Ontario.
Assessment of
the breeding
biology of two
herring gull
colonies on t
he lake and
determination
of the concen
trations of 1
2 common 0C c
ompounds, merc
ury and arsen
ic.
Routine surveillance of St. Marys River.
Routine monitoring of tributaries to Lake Superior.
SurVeys of problem areas.
Monthly inten
sive sampling
of the St. Lo
uis and Beave
r Rivers for
physical, che
mical
and biological parameters.
Analysis of f
ish samples f
or toxic subst
ances and col
lection and a
nalysis of
sediment sampl
es at the spe
cific EPA nat
ional program
stations.
Sampling
at water
intakes a
nd tribut
aries for
physical,
chemical,
and biolo
gical
parameters.
Collections of
fish for conta
minants analy
ses (part of
GLECS program
in cooperation
with MDA and HDPH).
Monthly sampling of 4 tributaries.
Collection of fish samples
for analysis of pesticides
and PCBs.
Collection of water and se
diment samples for general
chemistry, radioactivity,
and
organic contaminants.
Fish collections at 2 stations for metal and organic contaminant analysis.
TOTAL
FOR LA
KE SU
PERIOR
 
70.6
ll9
.2
11
9.
2
78.4
164
.0
25.0
14.6
&1
375
.2
    
9
8
Table 6.0.2 continued
 
LAKE AGE
NCY
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
PROGR
AM CO
ST
(SK)
 
5. MI
CHIGA
N
 
MD
NR
ISBH
WDNR
DFE
U.S.
FWS
 
(i)
(ii)
(i)
(i)
(i
i)
(
i
i
i
)
(1)
(i)
Sampling
at water
intakes
and trib
utaries
for phys
ical, Ch
emical,
and biol
ogical
parameters.
Collecti
ons of f
ish for
analysis
of conta
minants
(as part
of CLECS
program
in
cooperation
with MDA and
MDPH).
Initiati
on of th
ree-year
sampling
program
to gathe
r backgr
ound dat
a on phy
sical,
chemical
, and b
iologica
l parame
ters and
evaluate
the wate
r qualit
y monito
ring
progra
m from
5 wate
r inta
kes.
Continuous m
onitoring of
the Fox Rive
r at 5 stati
ons.
Fish c
ollect
ions a
t main
lake s
ites a
s well
as tri
butari
es for
analys
is of
pesticid
es and P
CBS.
Collecti
on of wa
ter and
sediment
samples
for gene
ral Chem
istry, r
adioacti
vity,
and or
ganic
contam
inants
.
Assess
ment o
f bree
ding b
iology
of two
herrin
g gull
coloni
es on
the La
ke and
determ
inatio
n of t
he con
centra
tions
of 12
common
0C com
pounds
, merc
ury, a
nd ars
enic.
Collec
tion o
f fish
for co
ntamin
ant an
alysis
at thr
ee sta
tions.
TOTA
L FO
R LA
KE M
ICHI
GAN
 
16
17
20
0.
0
72
.5
3
3
.
1
60
.0
490.9
   
 (d) Identification of emerging problems
With the increasing emphasis on toxic substances, the number of specific
water quality objectives has increased from 8 to 41. Most of these are
organics which are costly to measure in biological tissue and water. The
Water Quality Board has stated that problem areas will be defined on the basis
of the water quality objectives in the revised Agreement. In some cases, this
will require the development of new and improved analytical methodologies so
that these substances can be measured on a routine basis for surveillance of
water quality. Most analytical laboratories participating in the surveillance
program are already over—burdened with respect to their capacity.
The substantial increase in the number of contaminants requiring examina—
tion now and in the future necessitates special vigilance to ensure that new
analytical methods are carefully documented; that interlaboratory comparisons
are rigorous and frequent, and that data banks are available in a speedy and
efficient manner.
Evaluations of the total Canadian and United States surveillance acti-
vities in the Great Lakes are presently being conducted by both countries.
Results will be available in 1979.
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WDQJBIBLIOGRAPHY OF SURVEILLANCE STUDIES
Included in this chapter are some of the surveillance and monitoring—
related studies conducted by jurisdictions towards fulfilling the objectives
outlined in the 1972 and 1978 Great Lakes Water Quality Agreements.
The data presented in the following reports have and will continue to help
the Surveillance Subcommittee, not only in determining the water quality of
the Great Lakes, but also in reaching a better understanding of the physical,
chemical, and biological interaction that take place in these waters.
UNITED STATES
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Actinomycetes, Taste-Odor and Nutrient Status in the Green Bay Waters of
Lake Michigan. (Proposed Research Outline) 1972.
A Biological Investigation of Colored Water Seepage to Lake Michigan at
Portland Medusa Cement Company, Charlevoix, Michigan, 1972.
Limnological Survey of the Michigan Portion of Lake St. Clair, 1973.
Phytoplankton in Michigan's Nearshore Waters of Lake Huron and Lake
Superior, 1974.
Limnological Survey of the Michigan Waters of Lake Erie, 1973.
Larval Fish Survey in Michigan Waters of Lake Erie, 1975.
Limnological Assessment of Thunder Bay, Lake Huron, 1974 and 1975.
Chlorides in Lake Michigan, 1978.
An Evaluation of DDT and Dieldrin in Lake Michigan, 1972.
Trace Elements in Lake Michigan: A Survey of the Lower Peninsula Coastal
and Offshore Waters, 1973.
Industrial SUrveillance Reports of Heavy Metal Usage and Discharges Within
Michigan's Portion of the Lake Michigan Basin, 1973.
Heavy Metals in the Atmospheric Samples Along Michigan's Shoreline of Lake
Michigan, 1973.
Study of Transport of Trace Metals and Organics to Lake Michigan by
Tributary Rivers, 1973.
Atmospheric Loading Study: Michigan's Shoreline of Lakes Huron and
Superior (Progress Report, Upper Lakes Reference Group) 1973.
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 Trace MetaTs in the Lake Michigan Basin, 1974.
PCB Situation in Great Lakes Fish. Report to Michigan Water Resources
Commission, 1975.
Contaminants in Great Lakes Fish Staff Report, 1975.
Summary of ReguTatory Efforts of the Great Lakes Region Toward the
EnvironmentaT ControI of PCBs (PoTychIorinated BiphenyTs) 1975.
Lake Michigan Intakes: Report on the Best AvaiIabIe TechnoTogy, 1973.
Two Continuous-FIow On-Site Bioassays Conducted on the Wastewater
Ogsgharge by A-l to the Detroit River, Wayne County, Wyandotte, Michigan,
Impact of the Karn Weadock Power PTant's Operation on Water OuaIity and
Biota in the Saginaw River and Nearshore Areas of Saginaw Bay, JuTy 22,
1972 and May 6, 1973.
BioIogicaI Survey of the St. Marys River, June 19-20, 1978.
LimnoTogy of Michigan's Nearshore Waters of Lakes Superior and Huron, 1979.
Bay City State Park Beach Residues, 1978.
Progress Report on PhthaTates SurveiTIance in Michigan Waters, 1971-72.
Water QuaTity and PoTTution ControT in Michigan, 1978.
Water Quaiity and PoTIution Centre] in Michigan, 1977.
The Detroit River 1966—1976 A Progress Report, 1977.
Water QuaTity and PoITution ControI in Michigan, 1976.
Water QuaIity and PoTIution ControI in Michigan, 1975.
MINNESOTA POLLUTION CONTROL AGENCY
SampIing and AnaTysis of Minnesota Tributaries and MunicipaI Point Sources
to Lake Superior, 1975.
Minnesota, Lake Superior Nearshore Water QuaTity Study, 1975.
WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
1978 Water QuaTity Inventory Report to Congress, 1977-1978.
"Wisconsin SmaTT Streat Studies” Series of Reports, 1977-1978.
Green Bay Nearshore Study, 1977-1978.
Waste Load ATTocations - Major Rivers, 1977-1978.
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Investigation of Chiorinated and Nonchiorinated Organic Compounds in the
Lower Fox River Watershed, 1977-1978.
Organic Compound Investigation, 1977-1978.
Ciassification of Wisconsin Lakes Using Remote Sensing, 1977-1978.
SmaTI Stream WasteIoad AssimiIation Studies, 1977-1978.
EvaIuation of Performance by Wisconsin Water Ouaiity Labs, 1977-1978.
Areawide Water Quaiity Management PTans for Designated Areas, 1977-1978.
Areawide Water Quaiity Management Pians for Non-designated Areas,
1977-1978.
Topicai Studies for Water Quaiity Management Pianning, 1977-1978.
Piiot Area Studies for Septic Tank System Management, 1977-1978.
WeII Casing and "Safe" Water - Door County, 1977-1978.
Tests on CCA-Treated Piywood and WeII Water Sampies Anaiyzed for-CCA,
1977-1978.
Monitoring of Contaminant LeveIs in Wisconsin Fish, 1977-1978.
Investigation of PCBs in the Sheboygan River System, 1977-1978.
Menomonee River PiIot Watershed Continuation Monitoring, 1977—1978.
Washington County Project-Construction Area Sediment ControT, 1977-1978.
Drainage Basin Investigations:
Trempeaieau - Buffaio River Basin, 1972
Fox (IIIinois) River Basin, 1972
St. Croix River Basin, 1972
Lower Wisconsin River Basin, 1972
Lemonwier - Baraboo Rivers Basin, 1973
Upper Green Bay Basin (0conto, Peshtigo, and Menominee Rivers), 1976
Upper Rock River Basin, 1976
BIack River Basin, 1976
Southeastern Wisconsin River Basins (Root, Pike, and Des Plaines
River Basins), 1976 '
H
'
s
-
(
.
0
-
h
(
D
0
.
0
0
-
9
)
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
Seston Characterization of Major Wisconsin Rivers, 1978.
Mercury Content of Various Bottom Sediments, Sewage Treatment PIant
Effiuents and Water Suppiies in Wisconsin, 1971.
Mercury Leveis in Fish from Seiected Wisconsin Waters, 1971.
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 Ground Water PoIIution from Sanitary LandfiIIs and Refuse Dump Grounds,
1971.
Water QuaIity and Trophic Condition of Lake Superior (Wisconsin Waters),
97 .
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY. REGION V
Progress Report and Preiiminary EvaIuation of 1976-1977 Lake Michigan
Intensive Survey, 1977
Series of "Reports on the Degree of PoIIution of Bottom Sediments":
AshtabuIa Harbor, Ohio, 1974; 1975; 1977
CIeveIand Harbor, Ohio, 1972; 1977
Cuyahoga River, Ohio, 1972; 1977
Conneaut, Ohio, 1972, 1974; 1977
Detroit River, Michigan, 1973
Fairport Harbor, Ohio, 1974; 1975; 1977
Huron Harbor, Ohio, 1973; 1975; 1976
Lorain Harbor, Ohio, 1975
Monroe Harbor, Michigan, 1975; 1976
Pointe MouiIIee, Michigan, 1973
Port CIinton, Ohio, 1975
Rocky River Harbor, Ohio, 1975
Rouge River, Michigan, 1973
Sandusky Harbor, Ohio, 1973; 1975; 1977
ToIedo Harbor, Ohio, 1973; 1975 ’
VermiIIion Harbor, Ohio, 1973; 1974; 1975
SterIing State Park, Michigan, 1973
AIpena Harbor, Michigan, 1975
Bay Port Harbor, Michigan, 1972
BIack River, Michigan, 1976
CaseviIIe Harbor, Michigan, 1972; 1974; 1976
Cheboygan Harbor, Michigan, 1975
CIinton River, Michigan, 1973; 1975
Hammond Bay Harbor, Michigan, 1976
Harbor Beach Harbor, Michigan, 1974
HarrisviIIe Harbor, Michigan, 1976
InIand Route, Michigan, 1975
Lake St. CIair, Michigan, ApriI 17, August 27-28, 1975; August 12-16,
1975; October 5, 1975
Les Cheneaux IsIand ChanneIs, Michigan, 1973; 1976
Point Lookout Harbor, Michigan, 1976
Port Austin Harbor, Michigan, 1974
Port SinaIac Harbor, Michigan, 1972; 1975
Saginaw River, Michigan, 1972; 1974
Sebewaing River, Michigan, 1972; 1974; 1975
St. Clair River, Michigan, 1973; 1974; 1975; 1977
St. Marys River, Michigan, 1972
AIgoma Harbor, Wisconsin, 1977
AIgoma SmaII Boat Harbor, Wisconsin, 1977
Big Suamica Harbor, Wisconsin, 1977
Burns Waterway Harbor, Indiana, 1975
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,
19
75
Fr
an
kf
or
t
Ha
rb
or
,
Mi
ch
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an
,
19
72
;
19
75
Gre
at
Lak
es
Nav
aT
Tra
ini
ng
Cen
ter
,
ITT
ino
is,
197
5
Grant Pork, Wisconsin, 1977
Grand Haven Harbor, Michigan, 1972
Green Bay Harbor, Michigan, 1977
HoIIand Harbor, Michigan, 1972; 1977
Indiana Harbor, Indiana, 1977
Kenosha Harbor, Wisconsin, 1973; 1977
Ke
wo
un
ee
Ha
rb
or
,
Wi
sc
on
si
n,
19
74
Ludington Harbor, Michigan, 1973
Manistee Harbor, Michigan, 1974
Manitowoc Harbor, Wisconsin, 1975; 1976
Men
omi
nee
Har
bor
,
Mic
hig
an
and
Wis
con
sin
,
197
5
Michigan City Harbor, Indiana, 1975
MiTwaukee Harbor, Wisconsin, 1973
Muskegon Harbor, Michigan, 1974
New BuffaTo Harbor, Michigan, 1977
Pensaukee Harbor, Wisconsin, 1977
Pentivate Harbor, Michigan, 1974
Racine Harbor, Wisconsin, 1973; 1976
Sheboygan Harbor, Wisconsin, 1974; 1977
South Haven Harbor, Michigan, 1972
St.
Jo
se
ph
Ha
rb
or
,
Mi
ch
ig
an
,
197
2;
19
74
St
ur
ge
on
Ba
y
&
La
ke
Mi
ch
ig
an
Sh
ip
bo
ar
d,
Wi
sc
on
si
n,
19
74
Two Rivers Harbor, Wisconsin, 1975
Wa
uk
eg
an
Ha
rb
or
,
IT
Ii
no
is
,
197
3;
Ma
y
12,
197
6;
Ju
ne
9,
19
76
Por
t
Was
hin
gto
n
Har
bor
,
Wis
con
sin
,
197
5;
197
7
AshTand Harbor, Wisconsin, 1972; 1976
BayfieId Harbor, Wisconsin, 1972
Big Bay Harbor, Michigan, 1972
BIack River Harbor, Michigan, 1974
Cornicopia Harbor, Wisconsin, 1972
Du
Tu
th
-S
up
er
io
r
Ha
rb
or
,
Mi
nn
es
ot
a
and
Wi
sc
on
si
n,
197
3;
197
5;
19
76
St. Louis River, Minnesota, 1977
Grand Marais Harbor, Michigan, 1973
Grand Marais Harbor, Minnesota, 1973
Ke
we
en
aw
Wa
te
rw
ay
,
Mi
ch
ig
an
,
197
4;
197
7
Knife River Harbor, Minnesota, 1972
La Pointe Harbor, Wisconsin, 1975
LittTe Lake Harbor, Michigan, 1973
Ontonagon Harbor, Michigan, 1973
Port Wing Harbor, Wisconsin, 1973
Presque IsIe Harbor, Michigan, 1972
Saxon Harbor, Wisconsin, 1974
Two Harbors, Minnesota, 1972; 1976
Whitefish Point, Michigan, 1973
BarceIona Harbor, New York, 1977
Cape Vincent Harbor, New York, 1977
Dunkirk Harbor, New York, 1977
Erie Harbor, PennsyIvania, 1975
-Irondequoit Bay, New York, 1976
Li
tt
Ie
Sa
Im
on
Ri
ve
r/
Me
xi
co
Bay
,
Ne
w
Yor
k,
19
76
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 Oak Orchard Harbor, New York, 1977
Ogdensburg Harbor, New York, 1976
OIcott Harbor, New York, 1977
Oswego Harbor, New York, 1976
Port Ontario Harbor, New York, 1976
Rochester Harbor, New York, 1976
Sackets Harbor, New York, 1977
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
.LARGE LAKES RESEARCH STATION (GROSSE ILE, MICHIGAN)
AccumuIation and Transport of Energy Reiated PoIIutants by Benthos, 1975
AIgaI Nutrient AvaiIabiIity and Limitation in Lake Ontario During IFYGL,
Part I, 1976
AIgaI Nutrient AvaiIabiIity and Limitation in Lake Ontario During IFYGL,
Part II, 1977
AIgaI Nutrient AvaiIabiIity and Limitation in Lake Ontario During IFYGL,
Part III, 1977
Atmospheric Inputs of Phosphorus to Southern Lake Huron, ApriI-October,
1975. 1977
BioiogicaI, Chemistry, and PhysicaI ReIationships in the Straits of
Mackinac, 1976
Bioiogy-Chemistry Programs for the InternationaI FieId Year for the Lakes
ChIorinated Hydrocarbons in Lake Ontario Ecosystem, 1975
CIadophora Distribution in Lake Ontario, 1974
Distribution of Macrobenthis Species in Lake Ontario in ReIation to Sources
of PoIIution and Sediment Parameters, 1976
Entrainment at a Once-Through CooIing System on Western Lake Erie,
Vqume 1, 1978
First Annual Reports of the EPA IFYGL Projects, 1973
Future Dredging Quantities in the Great Lakes, 1974
Inputs of Phosphorus from Precipitation to Lake Michigan, 1975
Investigation of the Nearshore Region of Lake Ontario, IFYGL, 1976
LarvaI Fish Distributions in Southwestern Lake Erie Near the Monroe Power
Piant, 1978
Mathematicai ModeIIing of PhytopIankton in Lake Ontario, Part I - Mode]
DeveIopment and Verification, 1975
106
 Mathematical Modelling of Phytoplankton in Lake Ontario, Part II -
Simulation Using LAKE-l Model, 1976
Numerical Models of Lake Currents, 1976
Nutrition of Great Lakes Cladophora, 1976
Phosphorus Uptake and Release by Lake Ontario Sediments, 1975
Phytoplankton Composition and Abundance in Lake Ontario During IFYGL, 1975
Polychlorinated Biphenyls in Precipitation in the Lake Michigan Basin, 1978
Proceedings: Biostimulation/and/Nutrient Assessment Workshop, 1975
Proceedings of the First and Second USA/USSR Symposia on the Effects of
Pollutants Upon Aquatic Ecosystems: Vol. I - Duluth, Minnesota, USA
Symposium, October 21-23, 1975, edited by Donald 1. Mount; Vol. II -
Borok, Jaroslavl, Oblast, USSR Symposium, June 22—26, 1976, edited by
Wayland R. Swain and Nina I. Ivanikiw; 1978.
Production, Mortality, and Power Plant Cooling Water Entrainment of Larval
Yellow Perch in Michigan-Ohio Waters of the Western Basin of Lake Erie
in 1975 and 1976. I
Results of a Joint USA/USSR Hydrodynamics and Transport Modelling Project.
1979
Satellite Remote Sensing Study of Transboundary Movement of Pollutants,
97 .
Survey of Chemical Factors in Saginaw Bay (Lake Huron), 1977
Zooplankton Production in Lake Ontario as Influenced by Environmental
Perturbations. 1975
CANADA
CANADA CENTRE FOR INLAND WATERS
Physio-chemical Surveillance Data Obtained for Lake Ontario, 1974, and
their Relationship to Chlorophyll a. 1977.
A Model to Describe the Inherent Spatial and Temporal Variability of
Parameters in Lake Ontario. 1974.
Scenario for an On-going Chlorophyll a Surveillance Plan on Lake Ontario
for Non-intensive Sampling Years. 1978.
Distribution of Bacteria and Chlorophyll a_at a Nearshore Station in Lake
Ontario. 1979.
The Use of the Shannon-Wiener Diversity Index to Describe the Horizontal
Distribution of Crustacean Zooplankton Communities in Lake Superior,
1973.
1979.
‘
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 ATP Measurements Made on Lake Ontario, 1975-1976, During Winter, Spring
and Summer Conditions. 1979.
Regionalization of the Upper Great Lakes with Respect to Surveillance
Eutrophication Data. 1979.
A Surveillance Oriented Chlorophyll a Model and Its Relationship to Light
Intensity and Temperature. 1979.
. Availability of Scenedesmus quadricauda of Different Forms of Phosphorus
in Sedimentary Materials from the Great Lakes. 1979.
 
Problems in Monitoring Biomass. 1973.
The Abundance of Diatoms in the Southwestern Nearshore Region of Lake
Ontario During the Spring Thermal Bar Period. 1974.
Primary Production in Lakes Ontario and Erie: A Comparative Study. 1974.
Phytoplankton Biomass, Species Composition and Primary Production at a
Nearshore and a Midlake Station of Lake Ontario During IFYGL. 1974.
Phytoplankton Composition of a Small Subarctic Lake in the Northwest
Territories, Canada. 1974.
Biomass Parameters and Primary Production at a Nearshore and Midlake
Station of Lake Ontario During IFYGL. 1974.
A Comparative Review of Phytoplankton and Primary Production in the
Laurentian Great Lakes. 1974.
Some Observations on the Growth of Diatoms in Lake Ontario with Emphasis
on Melosira binderana Kutz. During Thermal Bar Conditions. 1975.
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